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"TffE following facts' relating to the early History of Litdu

ilield, resting either in tradition, or concealed amidst a mass of

other matter, I had the curiosity to collect in moments of leis-

rure, and to arrange for subsequent reference. And I have

deemed it well lo incorporate therein, extracts from Morris'

statistical account of Litchfield, as that work is nearly out of

iprint, and the facts.it contains being interesting to a native of

this town. 1 am also indebted to gentlemen in this village, for

.some of the facts herein recorded. Many others are doubtless

in the memory of our older inhabitants, and valuable docu-

ments may be found among the papers of those no longer liv-

ing, developing the manners and customs and early history of

,our ancestors. Should such be connnunicated to me, I may

hereafter take measures to end)ody them for preservation and

,the benefit or gratification of posterity.

GEORGE C. WOODRUJJ:.

.LiTcuriLLD, August 18Jj.





HISTORY

OF THE

TOWN OF LITCHFIELD.

CHAPTER I.

Br the charter of King Charles the 2d, to the Governor and

Company of the Cok)ny of Connecticut, granted A. D. 1C6-3,

the boundaries of the Colony were, the Narraganset River on

the East, the Sea on the South, the line of the Massac! lusetts

plantation on the North, and the South Sea on the West.

Within these boundaries, were included the town and county of

Litchiieldj which town, until the orjxanization of the county in

1751, was a part of the county of Harttord.

In 1GS5, on the decease of Charles, his brother James the 2d,

ascended the throne. He is represented as having been an

"obstinate, cruel tyrant, ond a bigoted Roman Catholic, desti-

tute of all the principles of true honor, f iith, justice or human-

ity. The most humble petitions, arguments from reason, char-

ters, the most solemn compact, and royal promises ; from jus-

tice, humanity, or any other consideration which a subject

could plead, had no weight or inthieuce w ith him. Nearly fifty

corporations in England had been depiived of their charters."

With a monarch of such a charactt r, the institutions of New
England found no favor. The charier of Massaciiusetts was

vacated. Rhode Island submitted. Its inhabitants, and those

of the Narraganset country, were discharged from all obedi-

ence either to Connecticut or Rhode I-huid.

Writs of (pio warianto were issued against tlie Governor and

Company of Connecticut, re(iuiring them to show by what

warrant they exerci--ed eertaiii powers and privileges, ai^d this

under circumstances which showed that it v;as no part of the

King's intention to do them justice.
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The government of Connecticut omitted no pro'bable means

for the preservation of iheir chartered rights. But in the year.

1687, Sir Edmund Androsc--, (a fit instrument for such a king,)

failing to obtain the sun-eader or possession of our charter, for-

jcibly assumed the government of the Colony. The charter,

the possession of which he coveted, (at the present time in the

^tate House at Hartford,) was secreted, as is well known, in

liie hollow of an oalv now standing in Hartford, called the

•Charter Oak.

During this period, and, as it was said, for the purpose of

saving the lauds from the grasp of Sir Edmund, and to prevent

his enriching himself and his minions by a sale of them," the

legislatm-e, on the 2Gth of January 17S6, conveyed to the towns

of Hartford and Vvindsor, as follows : "This Court grants to
'

the plantations of Hartford and Windsor, those lands on the

north of AV'oodbury and ^lattatuck,* and on the west of Farm-

ington and Sinisbury, to the Massachusetts hne north, to run

west to the Housatonic or Stratford river
;
provided, it be not

or part of it granted to any particular person to .make a planta-

tion or village."

This conveyance subsequently created serious difficulty in

the Colony, and gave rise to forcible resistance to the public

authority.

It was claimed on the part of the colony, that the grant was

-without consideration, and tliat tlio-^e towns were to hold the

lands in trust for the Colony till the time of danger should be

past.

But those towns denied the justice of the demands of the

Colony, and claimed the lands as afisolutcly their own, and ia

-contravention of the laws of the Colony proceeded to survey

;and sell them. Some of the ofli'ndcrs were arrested and jmn-

jshed, some were committed to the prison in Hartford. The
inhabitants of "Windsor and Hartlbrd armed themselves, and in

.spite of the power and autiiorlty of the sherifi', and the assem-

h\y, broke open the goal and rescued the prisoners. These

•events occurred in 1722.

The towns si ill continued to lay out the disputed lands, and

• Waterbury.
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the legislature to pursue spirited measures to prevent it. TFier

controversy assumed a still more serious aspect, but was final-

ly amicably adjusted in May 1726, by dividing the lands in

controversy, between the towns of Hartford and Windsor on

the one part, and the Colony on the other.

From this division, however, the tov/n of Litchfield, though

a part of the disputed territory, was exempted, as were also

other lands previously conveyed by those towns.

Those interested in the town of Litchfield had, indeed, some

time before the controversy attained its height, with commend-

able prudence, taken measures to perfect their title by obtain-

ing grants from all claimants.
, ^ _

CHAPTER 11.

Our ancestors were not of those who pretended that the ab-

originees had no right to the soil whicli had for centuries been

occupied by them and their fathers. The settlers of Connec-

ticut deemed it a matter of conscience, to abstain from trespas-

sing upon the lands of the natives, much more from depriving

them of those lands until they were fairly purchased.

It is said that before the settlciih-nt ol" this town by the whites,

a tribe resided here, probably on the Itortlcrs of the lake, in alli-

ance with the powerful tribe of Indians at New Milford, but

still independent of them.

The Tunxis or Farinington tiilie of Indians adjoined them

on the cast, and how far their territories extended into this

township, if at nil, is unce rtain.

But I find that as early a^^ tlu- year !G57, certain Indians of

that tribe convcvfjd to A\'iliiani Lewis and Samuel Steele of

Farmington, certain privileges as a[>peara by the following copy

of their deed, viz :

"This witnes-ctli that v, r Iv» p;i(|ii;inip and Qucnimus and

Matancage have soukl to ^Villiam Leawis and Samuel Steele of
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ffcirmington A p sell or a tract of land called Matetucke, that

js to say the hill from whence Jolin Standley and John An-

drews brought the black lead, and all the land within eight

mylle of that idll on every side ; to dig ; and carry away what

they will and to build in jt for y^ use of them that labour there
;

and not otherwise to improve y^* land. In witness whereof

wee have hereunto set our hands, and thos Jndians above men*

tioned must free the purchasers from all claymes by any other

Indyans.

Witnes ; John Steel. "William Lewis, ^

february ye 8th 1657. Samuel Steele.

The mark
febru ye 8th

of Kepaquamp.
1657.

The mark
febru ye 8th

of Qiierrimu:

1657.

The mark ot'

february y*^ 8

Precisely where the hill referred to in this deed was situated,

I have been unable to discover, Init from the subsequent claims

of the grantees, from tradition, and from the deed itself, it would

seem thai it was in the souihern part of liarwinton, and em-

braced that town, and also some ^K)rliun ofPlymouth (then Mat-

atuck or Waterbury) and Litriificld. This purchase was made

by the grantees in beiialf of themselves and a company com-

posed of certain other iiih ibilauts of Farmhigtun. And on
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the llth of August 1714 the whole Indian title to the land de--

scribed in said instrument, in the successors 9f tlie grantors, .

was conveyed as appears by the following deed :

'To all christian people to whom these presents shall come,

Pethuzso and Taxcronuck with Awowas and y^ rest oflf us ye

subscribers, Indians belonging to Tuiixses or other^vise fFarm--

ingtonjn theyer majesties Colony of Conecticut.jn New Eng-

land send greeting—Know ye that whereas, Kepaqam, Quero-

mus, and Mattaneg our Prcdisessors, did feb^* y^ eiirhth 1657 :

sell and convey unto Capt. William Lewis and Lett. Samuel

Steele a certain Tract or pfcell of land called Mattaluck ; that

is to say the hill from whence John Stanly and John Andrews-

brought ys black Lead, and all y^ Land within eight miles of

that hill, on every side ; to jmprove as appearetli on Record jn.

ye second book of Records Page : 17th : which Purchas was

made, for y^ most considerable; [lart, of y^ jnhabitants of fi'arm-

ington as may appear by a List of theyer Names, who with s'd

Lewis and Steele, Payd a consitlf-rable sume for y^ Purchas.

A considerable Part of which Tract or p^ccll of Land is com-

prised within y6 bounds, of A^'attcrbury and ITarmington, we

haueing allso about y^ year, one thousand, six hundred and

87 ; with sume of our Predecessors Received of Left. John

Stanly, about the sume of el'jht Pounds for Part of said Land

which are confirmed to him, and we ilo now Quitt our claime

to y« same and do confum same fo him and his successors

according as we or any of our predices.sors did before us : and

hauing considered what stimos cf mony, and that which hath

been to o^ predecessors, and our full sutt istaction for y^ said

* prcell of Land, mentioned ju p^misfss, with what further,

gratuities we have lately received, from j^cft Stanly and Sarjt

Eben Steele, and Now therefore kn(»vr all men, by these Pres-

ents that we Pethuzso and Toxcronock, with xVwowas, and y®

rest of us that have subscribed do well approve of what Kepa-

quam, Queronm^ and Madancirt-, have done jn selling y^ abouc

Tract or perccll of Land alioue s'i to Capt. William Lewis

and Left. Steele, and do h* r^ l'V '.rivr, irraut, bargain, soli, alien-

ate, confirm and ctnivi^y ail (>• lliL'-lit jn (w (n s-^ tract of land

whatsoever, we b*^ Pcthuzsoe and Toxcronuck, with y« rest

2
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NoWj hane or }n time to come, might ought or should haue had

jn or to Land ahouc mentioned as it is described jn ye Rec-

ord, and deeds within all ye extent of ye buttments bounded or

Reputed to be bounded, Together wltl) all such Rights Liber-

tyes Profits, Privileges, jmunities, Profits, commodities, im-

molluments and appertenances, as jn any kind appertain there-

unto, belonging unto ye sons of s'i Capt Lewis and Left Steele

;

Namely unto William Lewis Sarjt El)enczer Steel, and allso

Left John Stanly aboue all belonging unto s^^ fTarmington,

with ye associats of s'J Capt Lewis and Left Samuel Steele, as

may appear, by ye List of theyer Names on ye other sid of this

instrument, which were ye men yt Payd ye first Pnrclias; we

say to William Lewis jun^ Eben. Steel and John Stanly with

ye ancient Purchasers, we say ye Tract of Land w'^l> all ye pre-

veledges which in any kind appertain thereiuito with ye Re-

uersions and Remainders thereof and all ye estate Right Title,

interest, jnheritance, Property clainie and demand whatsoever,,

we ye s^ Jndians haue, might ought or shold haue, had to y^*

Land, and Priueledges, and do hereby Quitt any claime

thereto, unto ye s^ William Lewis and ICbenezer Steel, and ye

ancient Purchasers to haue and to hold all ye aboue granted

prmiseswith all and singuler ye afipurtcnances thereof unto ye

Lewis Steele and theyer fathers a-suciats, as aboue expresst

and to Left John Stanly jn sjxjciali, tiity acrrs La3'd out and

confirmed to him near y- s^^ lull, and iiity u-.tcs more where he

shall see cause to take it up, or his heirs, which we have had

full sattisfaction for, with our Prcd<.rL->voi's, the s'^ Purchasors

to haue and to hold ye Land bouirht :;.s is expre<>ed of our

grandfathers and Relations, wish y- a|;!irtenances thereof to

them theyer heirs and a-^sign.s to ihtir own sole and Proper

use, and behoof from hcncel'trth lurcvrr. Allso ye s<i Pcthuzso,

and Toxcronuck with y^" litest ol the Judiajis subscribing do

hereby for our solves and our lif;h' exccut!"^ admint" covenant

promise, grant and auree, I'* and wjihye John Stanly Steel

and Lewis in maniKr and furm as followeth, that ye s'i Keepa-

quam, Querimus and Mutiancage at ye time of ye ensealing ye

conuayance above e.\j'r''^^«^*d, they were y- ti-ue and lawfuii

owncii of y^ Land c. iTaijicU jn ye Premises and stood seized
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t>f the whole tract of land contaiued in book of Records in

premises : after ye meathod that other Jndians useed to do,

jri theyer own ri^ht
;

3'et for A further sattisiaction of y^ heirs

of Capt. Lewis, Steel, and Stanly we haue ^iucn this instru-

ment to Left Stanly and William Lewis, son of Capt Lewis,

£nd Ebcnczer Steele to be A further contirmation to them and
ye ancient Purchasers forever. Now this Indenture wittness-

eth for a further coufn matiou to ihem y^ s^ Stanly, Lewis and

Steel, that we y^ s^ Pethuzso and Toxcronuck with y^ rest of

lis ye subscribers do grant Release and Quitt any claime to ye

aboue s'^ Tractor Pcrcell of Land and do hereby assigne, enfe-

offe, Rattefic and Confirm unto tlict afores^ Wilhn Lewis Sarjt

Ebenezer Steel and Left John Stanly theyer ancient Purchas-

ers and theyer heirs forever, all y*^ forementioned premises that

is to say the hill from whence John Stanly and John Andrus

broiig'ht y^ blaeklead and all yc Land within eight mile of y^

hill on euery side, with all ye timber trees, woods brooks rivers,

mines, minerals thereu})on, and hrreby surrender and Quitt our

claime to ye same for tliem to have and to hold Possess and

enjoy and tliclr heirs tbrever, and do hereby warrant maintain,

anddefeiulye .^'-1 Purchasersthcyerheirsandassigns jn ye Qui-

et and Peaceal)le Possession, and enjoyment thereof as above

described, against our selves our heirs executes admini^s and as-

fiiens and and all and euery oth'T p^son or p^sons lawfully claim-

in2: Ri^-ht Title Jntrcst therein from bv, or under us.

Jn wittness whereof we y"^' J^aid Petthuzso Toxcronuck Awo-

was, with ye Rest banc to thi^ Jndenture Put our hands, and

locales, thiseleuenth of August in ye year of o^ Lord one thou-

sand and seven hundred and fmirieen : 1714

Ilez. Hooker. *

Ifarmington S -ptc niber y^' eleiu^nth day, Anno q*" Dom. 1714,

Pctthu?2a\ and Toxcnum'-k, ffarmington Jndians, and subscrl-

Bigned sealed and dcliv-"]
p^.^^^^

, ered in ye prc.-ence of
|^

uzso : his ^mark. [L.S.]
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and his squa sign- |

Taphow Lis J mark, [l.s.]

in^ sealing and de- V ^
livering \oung Tapho w .Squa «^

Tb^'s Lee, J
Hez. Hooker.

Witnesses to A^^o-^ t> , vn v 4^ i r i
was signing seal- i

^^^^^^^5 granchild her mark, [l.s.]

' ing & delivering.
[

Timothy Portter, I
Awowas his mark /<) r t

JosiahHart. vi/ l^M
ffarmington Octobr ye I2th, Anno Donii : 1714: Taphow ye
younger and his squa ; allso Wowowis all fiarmington Jndians

came pysonally before me, and acknowledged this aboue writ-

ten Instrument—which they have signed and sealed to be thyer

own willing free act and deed.

JOHN HOOKER, Justlc.

By virtue of these deeds, certain inhabitants of Farmington

claimed a title to a poition of this tov/nship. But it will be ob-

served, that their title, whatever it wa^, was derived from the

natives only. And that the title of the Colony, was vested in

the Towns of Hartford and Windsor. Those Towns therefore

claimed the exclusive right to purchase the Indian title, and on

doing so, to survey and sell the Lands.

The affairs of "The Western Land^," as they were called,

were managed by committees severally appointed by those

Towns, who acted in conjunction. As early as 1715, those

Towns took measures to explore the Town?^hip of Litchfield,

and to purchase the native rights. Mr. John Marsh of Hart-

ford, one of the first settler- of this Town, and the ancestor of

the Mar^^hes of Lite! i field, was one of the committee appointed

for that purpo-c, by the Tovrn of Hartford. He was an ener-

getic and courageous man, and in May 1715 undertook whai

was then a perilous journey into the pathless wilderness. His

bill as appears from our ancient records was as follows :

The Town of Hartford Dr.,

To John Marsh,

May 1715, For 5 days man and horse with expensci

In viewing the Land at the New Plantation, £Z

http://stores.ebay.com/Ancestry-Found
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I find also the following charges made In January following"

to the Town of Hartford, by a coiiirnittee for managing the ai-

fairs of the AV'estern Land.

The Town of Hartford Dr., .

Jan 22 1715-16, To 6 days journey to Woodbury,

to treat with the Indians about the Western Land-:,

by Thomas Seymour, £\ 4

To expenses in the journey, 1 14 D

£2 IS 9

The Town of Hartford Dr.,

To Thomas Seymour Committy.

May 1716, By 2 quarts of Rum, £0 2 G

Expenses at Farmington, 4 9

" Waterbury, 1 7

Paid Thomas Miner towards the Indian purchase, 7 10 0

Expenses at Woodbury, 2 11 0

" for a Pilot and protection, 110 0

Fastening horse shoes at Waterbury, 2 0

Expenses at Waterbury, 1 S

The result of the negotiations with I he Indians, was the sale

by them to the Towns of Hartford und A^'indsor of the Town-

ship of Litchfield. For aught that appears, it was fairly pur-

chased, and we have no evidence tliatthe natives l)ecauie dis-

satisfied with it, or expressed any unwillingness to surrender

tlic possession. Tliey subsequently gave the settlers little trou-

ble. The capture of Gri:iwold and the murder of Harris were

the only exceptions, and whether these were tlie acts of the

lives of Bantam, or ot the fierce and warlike ISIohawks who ex-

tended their predatory excursions into these regions, and to

whom our tribes were tributary, is uncertain.

The Indian deed of this Town was executed at Woodbury

March 2d, 1715, (probably 1716 N. S.) and is as follows, viz :

"To all people to whom those presents shall come—Knov^

ye that we Chusqunnoag, Corkskrew, Quiump, ^LvG.\A^II,.

Kehow, Sepu.nkum, Poni, Wonfoset, Suckqunnok^^uek.n-,.

ToWE E c u M E, M A .\ s L M p ANsu, No R KG 0 TON c KQU Y— I iKiian na-

tives belonging to the plantation of Fotatuck within the Colo-





l\y of Connecticut, for and in consideration of the sum of iifleen

pounds money in hand received to ocr full satisfaction and con-

tentment, have given granted bargained and sold and by these

presents do fully freely and absolutely give grant bargain sell

and confirm, unto Col^ William Whiting, Mr. John Marsh, and

Mr. Thomas Seymour, a Committee for the town of Hartford,

—Mr. John Eliot, Mr. Daniel Griswold, and Mr. Samuel Rock-

well, a Committee for the Town of Windsor, for themselves,

and in the behalf of the rest of the Inhabitants of the Towns of

•Hartford and AViiidsor,—a certain tract of Land, situate and

lying, north of Waterbury bounds, abutting southerly, partly on

Waterbnry and partly on Woodbury,—from Waterbury River

westward cross a part of Waterbury bounds, and cross at the

north end of Woodbury bounds to Shepaug River, and so noth-

' erly, in the middle of Shepaug River, to the sprains of Shepaug

River below Mount Tom, then running up the east branch of

Shepaug River, to the place where the said River runs out of

Shepaug Pond, froni thence to the north end of said Pond, then

east to Waterbury River, then southerly as the River runs, to

the north end of Waterbury bounds upon the said River ; which

said Tract of Lard thus described^ To Have and to Hold, to

the said Col. William Whiting, Mr. John jNLarsh, and Mr.

Thomas Seymor, Mr. John Eliot, and Mr. Daniel Griswold,

and Mr. Samuel Rockwell, Conuuittoes for the Towns of Hait-

ford and Windsor, as aforesaid, it» behalf of themselves and the

rest of the Inhabitants of saiel Towns, to them, their heirs and

assigns, to use occupy and improve, as their own proper right

of Inheritance, for their coinlort forever
;
together with all the

privileges, appurtenance- and conditions to the same belong-

ing, or in any wise appurtaining. And further, we the said

Chusqunnoair, Corkscrew, Quiump, Magnash, Kehow, Sepun-

kum, Poni, Wonposer, Suckfiunnokcjuri n, Toweecume, Man-

sumpansh, and Norkirnotorickquy, (nvn( rs and proprietors of

the above granted Land, do tor our-clv'.s arid our heirs, to and

%Yith the above said William Whitinir, John Marsh, Thomas

Seymor, John Eliot, Daniel Griswoh!, and Sainu. 1 Rockwell,

conuuittee as aforesaid, tii<.-iu, their heirs and a.— rriiS, covenant

and engage, that wc have good right and lawful authority, to
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sell the above granted land,—and further, at the dcsh'e and re-

quest of the aforesaid committee, and at their own proper cost

and charge, will give a more ample deed.

And for a more full confirmation hereof, ^ve have set to our

hands and seals, this second day of Marcli, in the second year

of his Majesties Reign, Annoq. D. 1715.

- Memorandum ; before the executing of this instrument, it is

to be understood, that the grantors above named have reserved

to themselves a piece of ground sufficient for their hunting

houses, near a mountain called Mount Tom.

Signed sealed and deliv- ) />

ered in our presence. ]
Chusqunnoag cto hismark. [l.s.]

Weroamaugp^ his mark.

Wognacug '^^his mark.

Tonhocks "^hismark.

John Mitchell

Joseph Minor. Kehow his mark.

Corkscrcw^^ his mark, [l.s.]

Quiump his mark, [l.s.]

Magnash -f^his mark, [l.s.]

[L.S.]

Sepunkurn his mark. [l..«.]

Poni ^^his mark, [l.s.]

Wonposet is mark, [l.s.]

Suckqunnockqueen his mark. [l,s.]

Tawecumc L^^^/^ his mark, [l.s.]

Mansumpansh \^ his mark, [l.s.]

The Indians that subscribed and scaled the above said deed,

appeared personally in Woodbury, the day of the date thereof,

and acknowledi^^ed the said deed to be their free and voluntary

act and deed. Before me JOHN MINOR, Justice."

The Committees, named in this deed, conveyed all their in-

terest in said Lands, to the Towns oi Hartford and Windsor, by

Beed dated AiigusL 29, 171G.

- The conflicting claims to this Township, between the Towns
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of Hartfoi'd and Windsor on the one parr, and "certain con-

siderable persons in the Town of Parniington," on the other,

arising out of the preceding- conveyances, were subsequently

amicably adjusted by the parties. The Farmington company,

by their attorney John Stanley, on (he 1 1th ofJune 171S, con-

veyed their interest to the Towns of Tlartford and Windsor, and

in concrideraticn thereof, those individuals were invested by

those Towns wilh one sixth part of this Township.
"

CHAPTER IH.

The title to this Township having- thus been entirely vested

in the Towns of ll-artfonl and Windsor, and in certain inhabi-

tants of Farming-ton ; in 1718, a company was formed for the

settlement of the Town.

The Township was divided into sixty rights or shares, three

of which were reserved for pious uses. Purchasers having

been found for the remaining fifty-seven shares, on the 27th of

Apiil 1719, Deeds of conveyance of that date, were made, by

committees of the Towns of Hartford and Windsor, and certain

inhabitants of Farming ton, conveyinj^ to the purchasers the

whole plantation called 15aniani.

Exclusive of three rights reserved for pious uses, the consid-

eration paid for forty-oigiit of the simres, was X*229,10, in bills

of public credit. That j)aid for seven shares, was £S\,4.

The deeds of the above fifty-five shares, arc recorded on our

Records. How mn( h v.-as paid lor the remaining two shares,

which were pureliased l)y Mr. .Jvihii M.irsh, docs not appear.

The Township contains about 14,^500 acres, and the pur-

chase money di<l not execid t-ne penny three farthings per acre.

The three home lots, with the divisions belonging thereto, i.

e. 1-20 of the whole [)!Hntaiion, devoted to public purposes^

were, one hoiw !->f wii'n tlf t^i'-i^ions ond coiiiniciis thereto

l^ertainin^-, to ilio liisi mmi-^tcr iiis heirs ^c. forever
; one, to
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the use of the first minister and his successors ; and one, for

the support of the school.

It was provided in the Deeds, that, " the Grantees or their

sons, should build a tenantable house on each home lot, or on

their division, not less than 16 feet square, and personally in-

habit them, by the last day of May 1721,and for three years en-

suing ; and do not lease or dispose of their share fur five years

hereafter, without consent of Inhabitants or first Planters."*

The title thus acquired, was immediately after still further

confirmed by act of Assembly in May, 1719, as follows, viz :

" At a General Assembly holden at Hartford, May, A. D.

1719:

Upon the petition of Lieut. John Marsh of Hartford, and

Deacon John Buel of Lebanon, with many others, praying

liberty, under committees appointed by the towns of Hartford

and Windsor, to settle a town westward of Farmington, at a

place called Bantam :

This Assembly do grant liberty, and full power, unto the

said John Marsh and John Buel and partners settlers, being in

the whole fifty-seven in number, to settle a town at said Ban-

tam ; the said town to be divided into sixty rights, three where-

of to be improved for pious uses in said town. And the other

fifty-seven shall be, as soon as may conveniently be, settled

upon by (he undertakers, or upon their failure, by others that

may be admitted. Said town to be in length, east and west,

• The grantees were, John Marsh (2 rights,) Samuel Sedgwick, Sen., Nathan-

iel Goodwin, Timothy Seymour, Paul Peclc, Jr., Joseph Mason, Nathaniel Mes-

senger, Benjamin Webster, and Joshua Garritt, of Hartford^Samuel Forward,

Thomas Griswoldj Jr., Jacob Gibbs, Joseph Birge, and Benjamin Hfesford, of

Windsor ,f-John Hart, Timothy Stanley, John Bird, Joseph Bird, Samuel Lewis,

Ebenezer Woodruff, Samuel Root, Nathaniel Winchell, and Hezekiah Winchell,

of Farmingtun,-jLjo.siah Walker, Samuel Orton, Joseph Waller, and Isaac Judge-

son, of Woodbury,4-WiUiam Goodrich, Jr., John Stoddard, Ezckiel Buck, and Ja-

cob GrlswolJ, of Wothorsfieldjr-John Buel, (2 rights,) Edward Culver, Hezekiah

Culver, Thomas Lee, Eliznr Strong, Supply Slron^;, Caleb Chapel, (2 rights,)

Thomas Treadaway, and John Calkins, of Lebanon ^Ezekiel Sanford, (2 rights,)

Nathan Mitchell, Thomas Pier, John Man, Joseph Pete, and Samuel Somcr.i, of

Stratford,—Jonathan Buck, of Now-Milford,—Joseph Gillett,of Colchester, all in

th'- ('olony of CoiinfCtiiMt,--X.ifh;miel Smith, (3 ri'j:i)t.s,) E['braim French, and

John Collins, of Taunton, in the Province of Massachusetts Bay.
^

3
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ei^ht miles three quarters and tvventy-elght rods, and in breadth

seven miles and an half, being bounded eastward by Mattatuck

River, westward tlie bigger part upon the most western branch

of the Sliepaug River, and partly upon the wilderness, north

by the wilderness, and south by Waterbury bounds and a west

line from Waterbury corner unto Shcpaug River ; said town

to be known by the name of Litchfield, and to have the fol-

lowing figure for a brand for therr horse kind, viz : 9. And
the same power and privileges that other towns in this Coloiiy

do enjoy, are hereby granted to said town."

A Patent was afterwards granted to these Proprietors, dated

May 19th, 1724, which may be seen in the Appendix.

The township was originally divided into sixty home lots of

fifteen acres each, as near as could conveniently be done, and

any deficiency there might be, was made up to the owner of

the deficient lot, elsewhere; and still farther divided from time

to time, into Divisions and Pitches of 4, 20, GO, and 100

acres, &c. &:c.

A few individuals commenced the settlement of the town in

the year 1720. In the year 1721, a considerable number,

chiefly from the towns of Hartford, Windsor and Lebanon,

moved on to the tract.*

*The following is a list of the original

first three years- after the settlement

:

Nehemiah Allen from Coventry.

Joseph Jiirge,

settlors who became such duriiijr (he

John Bir;l,

Joseph Bird,

Ezekiel Buck,
Samuel Beobe,
John Buell,

John BaUiwin,
Daniel Culvcr,
Satii'i..'! Culver,

Ilo/.tkiah Cclvcr,

Tiniotl.y Collins,

JuImi L'otiin,

Jnines Cliurch

Jo--ei'h (.ii'.cK.

Ahralnm Cux dwin,

Joshua Garnlt,

J.u- ji I
; nevoid,

Juhn (ju v,

Bonjrtmin Ho^ford,

Joseph Harris,

Windsor.
Farmint^lon.

Wethersficld.

Fairfield Cu.

Lebanon.
Stratford.

Lebanon.

GaiH'^rd.

llartt'oid.

Colrhciier.

Hartford.

Jr. \Vi f!icr»U<Md.

M.iVlictov^u.

Joseph Kilijorn,

Thoriiai Lee,

J<-^:jih Moson,
John ^^Jrjh,

Nathan .MitcheU,
San.ut 1 Orion,

H.iujrd I 'helps,

')iioti]js I'ler,

ViXik Perk. Jr.

Juhn Peck',

J. .in .'-''«l,!jrd,

FJea/.nr J^troii^,

Sup; iy Strong,

J<"><»p!j S.-\r!f'.)r<(,

L<-i-i'j(.I ."^aiitord,

Natimnici Smith,
J"hn >mith,
S-u:;ucl Smedlcy,
T!: n>.:ii TrraJway,
i-''.-i-;.uiiin Wcb.stL-r,

-..ih Walker,
Jos' ph Waller,
Nathaniel WoodrmT,

Wethersfield.

Lebanon.
Hartford.

Stratford.

"Woodbury.

Windsor.
Stratford.

Hartford,
(t

Wethersfiold.

Lebanon.

Stratford.

Taunton, Ms.
it

"Woodbury.
L'^b.iP.on.

H;.! l^ rd.

W' o,ibu!T.

Farmington-
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' The choice of home-lots, was decided by lot. The first lot

selected was about half a mile south of the Court House, and

next to Middle Street, or Gallows Lane. The second was half

a mile further south, and on the corner opposite the late resi-

dence of Mr. James Prescott. The third three fourths of a

mile west of the Court House, known as the Strong place.

The eleventh choice was the lot thirty rods next west of the

County House corner, which subsequently the town voted, was

not fit for building a house upon. The Mansion Hosse corner

was the twentieth choice. The corner now owned by Mr.

Oliver Goodwin, was the twenty-fifth choice. The County

House corner was the thirty- third choice. Ten lots Avere se-

lected on Chesnut hill, on both sides of the road and lying

southerly from the school house near Mr. Eliada Peck's. The

last choice (the 57th) was the lot on which the Hotel of Mr.

George Bolles now stands.

The home lot of the first minister, was located on the corner

w^iere now stands the dwelling house owned by Mr. Frederick

Deming; and the twenty acre division appurtenant thereto,

was laid adjoining on the north, and extended to the north line

of the premises occupied by the late Mr. Eaton Jones. The

home lot and twenty acre division for the use of the first minis-

ter and his successors, adjoining on the north. And the home

lot and twenty acre division for the school, adjoining the latter

on the north.

The highway from Bantam river, running westerly through

the village, was laid out, twenty rods wide, and called Meet-

ing House street. That now called North street, twelve rods

wide, and was called Town street. That now called South

street, eight rods wide, and was called Town Hill street, and

the cast line terminated six rods east of the front of Mr. Oliver

Goodwin's dwelling house. That now called Gallows Lane,

twenty-eight rods wide, and was called Middle street. That

running southerly from the residence of the late Mr. 'WiUiam

Ward, four rods wide was called South Griswold street ;
and

that running northerly was 8 rods wide, and called iNorth Gris-

wold street. That now called Prospect street, twenty rods wide,

but soon reduced to seventeen rods, and was called North street
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The first Church, Court House^ and School House, stood

nearly in the center of Meeting House street, the Court House

about opposite the center of Town street, the Church east, and

the School House west of the Court House.

The first white child born in Litchiield was Eunice, the

daughter of Jacob Griswold, afterwards the wife of Capt. Sol-

omon Buel. She was born Marcli 23, 1721. The first white

male child, born in Litchfield, was Gershom Gibbs, on the 2Sth

ofJuly 1721. He was taken prisoner at Fort Washington, and

died in captivity. His son Gershom, was born July 18, 1750,

and died here in September 18-lJ.

Many persons have died in this town between the age of 90

and 100. The mother of the late Judge Adams, was born in

Stratford in 1698, and died here in the year 1803, aged 105.

Mr. Reuben Dickinson was born in 1 7 1 6, and died here in 1 81 8,

aged 102. The oldest man now (1815) living here, is Mr..

John Hall, a soldier of the Revolution, burn February 26, 1754.

The next is Mr. Daniel Lanison, also a Revolutionary soldier^,

born March 28, 1754.

- - CHAPTER IV.

The first inhabitants of this town, were thoroughly imbued

with a sense of the importance of education, virtue, and relig-

ion, to the welfare of themselves, and their posterity. The ex-

perience of their forefathers haii tau-ht them, that perfect Iree-

dom of opinion and religion, could not be enjoyed under the

European Governments ; and they were satisfied that our pecu-

liar Institutions could not long survive the virtue and intelli-

gence of the people. "Wc acr<»nling lind in the original con-

veyances of this plantaiinn, ample provision made for the per-

petuation of these lilessings.

In carrying out tiif-ir orL'inal design^ the first settlers of this

town brought with them lV<»ni Lebanon, the Rev. Timothy

Collins, a candidate for the mmir,iry, to preach for thcin. And
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at the first Town Meeting of which we have a record, viz. on

the 6th of Novemher 1721, he was "called to a settlement in

this place, in the work of the ministry." The town then con-

stituted hut one Ecclesiastical Society, and for many years all

votes relative to Ecclesiastical affairs, were passed in Town
Meeting. In addition to the provision made in the deed, giving

him in fee one sixtieth of the whole township, and also the use

of another sixtieth part, (which last was called the Parsonage

Right,) the Town then voted the following salary, viz : .£57

per annum for the first four years, for the fifth £60, the sixth

£70y the seventh .£80, and to continue at £S0 a year so long

as he continued in the work of the ministry here. The Town
also voted to give him XI 00, to be paid by the 1st of July then

next, and his firewood so long as he continued here in said

work. • The amount of his firewood for a series of years was by

vote to be eighty cords per annum. This provision (very lib-

eral for the times) was accepted by Mr. Collins on the 12th of

December 1721 ; he entered upon his labors, was ordained on

the 19th of June 1723, and continued to be the minister of the

Congregational Society till the 15th of November 1752, when

he was dismissed. He afterwards continued here, acting as a

Justice of the Peace, and in the practice Medicine, and died in

1776.

In January 1745-6, a committee was appointed to make sale

and give deeds or leases of the Parsonage Right. And in

March following the committee sold most or all of that right

which was not afterwards leased to Mr, Champion, and con-

veyed it in fee simple to sundry individuals. On the 9th of

February 1746-7, the town "Voted That the interest money

arising upon the bonds for which the Parsonage Right was sold,

be towards the payment of Mr. CoUins' rate for the current-

yocir." AV bat disposition was made of the principal, does not

appear from the Records.

On the 26th of February 1753, the Town voted to give the

Rev. Judah Clianipion, a native of East Haddam, a call to set-

tic here in the work of the ministry, and to give him X'2000 in

old tLuor money, for his settlement. And jCSOO per annum old

tenor money lor his salary. - - . ~ - - - -
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Mr. Champion accepted the call, was ordained July 4th

1753, and continued in the ministry till 1798. His salary was

continued till his decease in 1810, in his S2d year. For the

purpose of paying tiie settlr^ment of Mr. Champion, it was, on^

the 14th of June 17o3, voted, to lease to him so much of the

Parsonage Right as should be necessary for that purpose, for

the term of 999 years. And on the 15th of January 1754, a

lease of the home lot and twenty acre division adjoining, was

given to Mr. Champion, in considciation of said settlement.

The School Right was disposed of as follows. On the 29th

of December 1729, the Town voted, " That the School Right

in Litchfield, shall be leased out for the maintainance of a

School in said Litchfield, for 999 years ensuing." And also

voted, " That the inhabitants of said Litchfield do oblige them-

selves and their successors, in y^ recognizance of Ten Thou-

sand Pounds lawful money, to give a new lease of said right at

the end of said term of 999 years, if there shall be occasion."

In pursuance of these votes, the committee appointed for

that purpose, on the 15th of April 1730, leased to sundry indi-

viduals the School right, being one sixtieth of the Town, for

999 years. The grantees paying twenty-seven pounds annu-

ally for eight years, for the support of tlie School, and the 9th

year, paying to the selectmen {\>uv hundred and fifty pounds, to

be forever kept for the support of a school in Litchfield. To

the lease was annexed, the following " P. S. Before signing

and sealing, the above mentioned signers and sealers agreed,

that whoever occupies and improves all the above land or lands,

or any part of them, sliall pay all rates and taxes that shall

arise upon them or any pan <»t' ihein, during the whole term of

the lease." And in the year 1 7r>7, it was " voted, to divide the

money for which the scliool ri;j:!ii was sold, between the old So-

ciety, the South Farm- Society, and tiie Church of England, in

proportion to the list of i-ach part."





CHAPTER V.

" The Indian name of this Town, was Bantam. It took the

name of Litchfield, wlieu it was incorporated. The first foun-

ders built log- houses. The settlement proceeded as fast as

could be reasonably expected, from the circumstances. Dur-

ing frequent wars between England and France, the Canadians

and Indians often harrassed our borders ; and Litchfield, being

a frontier town, \vas exposed to their ravages.

Between the years 1720 and 1730, five houses were surroun-

ded with pallisadoes. One of these stood on the ground near

the present Court House, another about half a mile south, one

east, and one west of the centre; and one in South Farms.

Soldiers were then stationed here to guard the Inhabitants, both

while they were at work in the field, and while they were at-

tending pul)lic worship on the Sabbath."

" In May 1722, Capt. Jacob Griswold, being at work alone

in a field about one mile west of the present Court House, two

Indians suddenly rushed upon him from the woods, took him,

pinioned his arms, and carried him off. They travelled in a

northerly direction, and the same day arrived in some part of

the township now called Canaan, then a wilderness. The In-

dians kindled a fire, and after binding their prisoner hand and

foot, lay down to sleep. Griswold fortunately disengaging his

hands and feet, while his arms were yet pinioned, seized their

guns, and made his escape into the woods. After travelling

a small distance, he sat down and w^aited till the dawn of day
;

and although his arms were still pinioned he carried both the

guns. The savages awoke in the morning and finding their

prisoner gone, innnediately pursued him
;
they soon overtook

him, and kept in j^ight of him the greater part of the day, while

he was making his way homeward. When they came near,

he turned and pointed one of his pieces at them
;
they then

fell back. In this manner he travelled till near smisct, when

lie reached an eminence in an open field about one mile north-

west of the present Court House. He then discharged one of
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his guns, which uiimedlately summoned tlie people to his assis-

tance. The Indians fled, and Griswold safely returned to his

family.

The capture of Griswold made the inhabitants more cau-

tious for a while ; but their fears soon subsided. In the month

of August following, Mr. Joseph Harris, a respectable inhabi-

tant, was at work in the woods alone not far from the place

where Griswold was taken ; and being attacked by a party of

Indians, attempted to make his escape. The Indians pursued

him ; and finding that they could not overtake him, they shot

him dead and scalped him. As Harris did not return, the in-

habitants were alarmed, and some search was made for him
;

but the darkness of the night checked their exertions. The

next morning they found his body, and gave it a decent burial.

Harris was killed near the north end of the Plain, where the

road turns to Milton, a little east of a scliool house now stand-

ing ; and for a long time after this plain was called Harris'

Plain."* The place of his interment remained unmarked for

more than a century, but rested in the memory of the older in-

habitants. He was buried in the west burial ground, near the

village of Litchfield. In 1830 a suitable monument, with an

appropriate inscription, was erected at his grave by voluntary

contribution.

The summer of 1724, was a period of excitement and a-

larm. The war between the English and the French, was

then prevailing, and the latter used great elTorts to incite the

northern Indians, to attack the frontier settlements of the

whites. " The conduct of the Indians at the north and west

during this year, and especially their hostile movements in the

vicinity of Litchfield, induced the government to take such pre-

cautionary measures as the occasion demanded, in order to

furnish protection to the weak and exposed settlement.^. A
line of scouts was established, extending from Litchfield to

Turkey Hills, curving around the most northerly and westerly

settlements in Simsbury.

On the 4th of June 1724, Capt. Richard Case, of Slmsbury,

* Morris' Statistical account of Litchtield.
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Was directed to employ ten men oh this scouting party, to ren-

dezvous at Litchfield. The men employed in this service ere

sergeant Jonathan Holcomb, John Ilil], Nathaniel Holcomb,

Joseph Mills, William Buell, Samuel Pettibone, Joseph Wil-

coxson, Benajah Humphrey, Nathaniel Westover, and Charles

Humphrey ; all belonging to Slmsbury. They continued in

the service until early in October."* '

'

During these difficuHies some of the more timid of the In-

habitants deserted their po<ts, and the interposition of the Le-

gislature was deemed necessar}^ and therefore the following

enactment was pa-sed, viz :

"A General Court holden at New-Haven, Oct. 11, 1724.

—

Upon the Memorial of the Inhabitants of the Town of Litch-

field, Bee it Enacted and Ordained, by the Governor, Assist-

ants, and Deputies in General Court assembled, and by the

authoriiy of the same, that whosoever hath or ought to have

been an Inhabitant and is a proprietor of any of the Lands

within the said Town of Liichfudd, or have deserted and left

said TowTi since dilTiculties have arisen there on the account

of an Enemy, and shall neglect for the space of one month af-

ter the rising of this Asscinltly to return to the said Town and

there abide, or send ^ome man in their room and stead to per-

form and doe the necessary duties of watching and warding and

the like during the continuan« e of the difiiculties of the warr,

shall loose and forfeit all their v'u;\\i and estate in and upon any

and all of the Lands aforesaid, and their estate, right and in-

terest therein unto the Corporation of Connecticutt. And fur-

ther, it is provided, that if any oiher man being now a proprie-

tor and Inhabitant, or a proprietor and < night to have been an

Inhabitant in the said Town, .-hall hereafter during the contin-

uance of fear and danger of tlic enemy, desert and leave the

said Town, or neglect t(Mep;iir thither and there personally

abide, without constantly pro\ itliiii; stane other sufficient person

in his room and stead, there to ;)erform all duties as before-

mentioned in tin' rase of them who have already deserted,

shall likewise fnrleit tlieir estat«^s in and on all the lands in the

Town aloresaid wnU) tliis C. irporatioru And further, it is pro-

• Phelps' History ot Simsbury.
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fided that upon complaint made to the Committee of Warr at

Hartford of or agamst any jsucIi deserter, upon their sattisfac-

tion of the truth thereof, the said Committee shall declare the

forfeiture, and the said Committee are enahled to admit any

other person who shall goe and ahido there in the room of the

deserter and pedoi m the necessary duties as aforesaid, and lhat

he shall hereafter receive a grant from tlils Court of the estate

escheated as aforesaid for his furtl-er confirmation therein.

And it is further. Ordered that five shillings per week shall be

allowed for billeting souldiers in Litchfield for the Summer last

past."

.
- CHAPTER VI.

'

'

One of the earliest public measures of our pious forefathers-

was the construction of a convenient edifice for the public

worship of God. " In April 1723, the inhabitants voted to

build their first Church ; and the house was flni^^hed within

three years. U was built in a plain manner and without a

steeple. Its dimensions were 15 feet in length and 35 in

breadth." " At the raising of this Imilding all the adult males

in the whole township sat on the sills at once."* The Chuivh

stood in, and a httlc north of (he center of, Meeting-House

Street, and nearly opposite the nurthern extremity of Town

Hill Street as it now runs. It was pcihnps in view of the

construction of this build.iiig that the following vote was passed

on the 0th day of December 1723, viz :

"Voted that whosoever shall sell or tranceport any pine

Lords out of the Town, shall foitit ten ;sluirmgs per thousand,

and in tlie same proportion for les^ or bigger rpiantlties ;
oiic

half to the complainev, the other half into the town tresuery."

In 1GG2 the soei'iid charch was completed, and v.-;is er^'cttxl

on U' -irly the s:uiie ground occupied by the fir-t- -'^ vute

* M.uiis' Statistical Account.
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ot the town it was to be 60 feet in length, 45 in width, with

steeple. In 1829, the present Church of the 1st Ecclesiastic

•cal Society was finished, when the second church erected was

taken down.

The members of the Church of England in this town, asso-

ciated together for public worship about the year 1746, and it

appears from their lecords that the Episcopal Society "was or-

ganized according to law, on the 26th of October, A. D. 1784."

Their first Church was erected nearly 0[i]JOsite tlie carriage

manufactory of Mr. "William Loid, about one mile westerly from

the Court House. Their Church in the village was completed

in the year 1812.

The Church of the Methodist Episcopal Society in tliis vil-

]age, was erected in the year 1836.

The west Burial Ground near the village, was reserved for

that purpose at the fust settlenient of the Tov/n. The east

Burial Ground w as laid out in 1754; and in 1767, the towE

granted by vote, "the use and iiiij)rovement of it to Timothy

Marsh duiing the Town's pleasure.''

The first inhabitants of the Town, were peculiarly careful

that none but persons of good character, should be permitted

to settle among them. It* a stranirer made a purchase in the

plantation, a proviso was sonietinn-s inserted in the deed, that

the Inhabitants should accept of the purchaser, and that he

should "run the risk of tiouljle fmm the Grand Connnittee."

On tlie 1st of April 1724, it was " voted tliat the Comrnite of

hartford and '\Vind--or Chuurc Inhahitanre. In Cacc any new

are Brought into tou^n, and the town Jiuls them nut liolsome,

then to be Judged by InditVanl niru^ and hy them Judged Good

inhabitance, the cost to be paid by Lifchfield, if not the Cost

to be paid by the Conunitc that made Clioice of said Inhabi-

tantse."

Bounties were paid for tlie (]e-(ructie:>n of Wolve^^, Snakes,

On the 16th of May 17 }U, it was " Voted that whosoev-

er shall Kill and, Di-^troy any Battle Snakes', within the bounds

of the town, any time before the tenth day of December next,

briu'^ing the tayl atui ^<>ni oi tlic i\r<\\ lo any one of (he Sclect-

inen of the town, shall have three pence for each «nake."
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And for the encouragement of Flslienes, it was on the 12th

of April 1779, " on request of Capt. John Marsh, consented,

(by vote,) that he might have tlic exchisive Pickerel Fishing in

the Loon Pond, (so called,) for the space of twenty years next

after this day, provided he shall at liir^ own expense procure

Pickerel to breed and propagate therein, in a reasonable time.*'

It seems however, that no advantage was taken of this privilege.

Twenty-eight Pickerel were lirst procured in the winter of

1809, from a Pond in Southwick, Mass., and put into Cranber-

ry or Loon Pond. Their progeny have ^o increased, that they

are now taken in great quantities in all the Lakes in the Town-

ship, and they are the most valuable Fish in our waters. Our

Lakes are Great Lake, the largest in thp State, covering about

nine hundred acres ; Blount Tom Pond lying partly in Wash-

ington, seventy-two acres ; Little Pond, fifteen acres ; Cran-

beny Pond, eight acres. Adjoining some of these Lakes, is a

large tract of low rnoadow containing about rive hundred acres,

which is apparently alluvial. This land was highly esteemed

by the first settlers ; so much did they value it, that in making

a division of the Township, only fnur acres of this meadow were

at first allotted to each Right. Ii is said, that for the purpose

of destroying the tlnd:)er then grow ing upon these meadows, by

flooding, a dam was thrown across ihe outlet of the Great Lake,

in consequence of which the fever and ague prevailed to a great

extent. Since the dam was removed, it is doubtful whether a

case of that character ever ori'/matcd in the Township. The

quality of the meadows is greatly lie^pre-'iated, by rea>on, as has

been supposed, of the fact that ih?j dam of the old Paper Mill

near the Jambs, (so called,) lor inany years obstructed in some

degree the drainage of the meadows. ^ ' ' ' '

Our highest mountain is Mount Tom, which is about seven

hundred tcet prrpcudicular lieight above the river at its base

on the south ^idc.

"The lands in tliis Town aiiorded better hunting ground for

the Indians than exten«lvr isitervals. Many of the hills were

nearly cleared of trees by lire- kindled fur the purpose of hunt-

•"Iff-"'

The Inhabitants of the Town, are mostly natives of this
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State, and many boast of theip descent from (he Puritans of

New England.

*'The manners and customs of the first setllers were plain

and simple. Their clothing was of their own domestic manu-

facture ; and their food of their own raiding. Foreign luxu-

ries were scarcely made use of till about the year 1750. Their

am.usements were o{ tlie most athletic kind." " The first use

of tlie violin in this town for a dance was in the year 1748^

The whole expense of the amueement, although the young

people generally attended, did not exceed one dollar; out of

which the fiddler was paid. "VMien this instance of profusion

took place, parents and old people exclaimed, that they should

be rained by the extravagimce of the youth. In the year 1798

a Ball, with the customary entertainment and variety of music,

cost $160, and nothing was said about it. Such has been the

diflerence in the manners of Litchtield within half a century."*

Slavery can hardly be said to have existed in this town,

during the piesent century, and it has for years been extinct.

In the year 1800, only seven blacks were accounted slaves,

thoufrh some born such an.- still living. During the eighteenth

century, however, it existed here in a mild form, as it did in

other parts of the State. The records of Wills and Distribu^

tions, show, that a considerable proportion of the personal es^

tate of the most opulent of our early setllers consisted of ne-

gro servants.

Formerly, by a law of this State, ifdebtors had no other means

to pay their debts, they were assigned in service for that purpose.

And it is said to have been common lor poor foreigners, who

could not pay their passage money, to stipulate with the Cap-

tain of the Ship, that he might assign them to raise the money.

Persons so assigned, were called Kedcmptioners, and several

were so held in service in tbis town. Among them was Mat-

thew Lyon, a native of Irelami, who was assigned to Hugh

Hannah, of Liteiirn.Id, for a pair of stags, valued at £] 2. Ly-

on was after\v ards a Member of Congress from Vermont, and

from Kentucky, lie was convicted under the famous alien

• Muiris' ijlati^tical Account.
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and sedition law, and fined. The fine was subsequently remit-

ted by Congress, to him or his heirs.

"There has been but one instance of murder in this Town,

since its first settlement, and tliat was perpetrated by John Ja-

cob, an Indian, upon another Indian in the month of Februa-

ry, 1768. The murderer was executed the same year.*

There have been but three executions in this town for capi-

tal ofleuces ; and these "inchule all which have taken place in

the County of Litchfield. The first was the Indian above nam-

ed. The second was a man by the name of Barnet Davenport,

a native of New Milford, convicted of both murder and arson.

He was executed on the 8th day of May, 1780, aged twenty

years.

This murder, taken with all the attendinj^ circumstances,

was one of the most inhuman, atrocious, and liorrible deeds

ever perpetrated in New England. From the crinjinal's own

confession, it appears that his parentai^e and early education,

were exactly calculated to produce hii wicked life, and tragical

end. Untutored and unrestrained by parental government, he

was left to grow up at random. In the morning of life, no mor-

ality was inculcated on him, and no sen?c of religion, either by

precept or example. On the contrary he was from early

years, unprincipled, profane, and ininious. B<'fore he was nine

years old, he was expert in cunsin^^ and swearing, and an adept

at mischief. At eleven year< he b« gan to pill'er; at thirteen

he stole money ; at fifteen he enteriained tlioughts of murder,

and rapidly waxed harder and bolder in wickedncs^. At nine-

teen he actually murdered a fiimily iu cold blood. As a friend-

less, wandering stranger, lie was mkvn into the house of Mr-

Caleb Mallory, of Washington, and treated with the utmost

kindness, in the month of l)eceml>er, 1779. Scarcely had two

Some years since, when rebuiuiijii: a Isouso on the Harwinton Turnpike road,

©ear Spruce Brook, fuuiu riy oc*:iip»oii by one Gr ivcs, tie workmen, under the

bedroom rtoor, disititcrrtU the bont-^ of a ixjaii in Very go<jd preservation. It was

supposed that the remains %v*-r'" ''f V' '-'''!" "r fiddler who had been mur-

dered. A Court oi Ka.iuiry : : 'A \h^^ iuvt-stigation did not lead to the

liscovery of the murderer. Suir.o ^ • - ; -m circumstances seemed to point out

the guilty person, but enou^'h wo* u-i j i -•f\.d ty juitily his arrest.
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months elapsed, before the Diurder vas determined upon.

The night of the 3d of February, 1780, was fixed on to ex-

ecute the liorrid purpose. "With a heart hard as adamant, he

lighted a candle, went into the lodging room of his benefactors,

and beat them to death with a club. A little grand-child, be-

ing with its grand-parents, shared the same fate ; and two oth-

ers were left in sound sleep to perish in the flames. Having

kindled a fire in three of tlie rooms, he fled, after robbing the

house of its most valuable articles, from the murdered family

and burning house. But from an accusing conscience, and

from the hand ofjustice, wiiich followed hard upon his steps, he

was unable to flee. He was taken, and' executed by the sen-

tence of court, the May ensuing, at Litchfield.

The third was a man naujcd Goss, for murdering his wife, in

one of the northern towns of this County. The sentence of

death was pronounced upon an inhabitant, though not a na-

* live of this town, named Washburn, for bestiality, in the year

1801.* But the evening before the day appointed for his

execution, he put an end to bis own life by taking laudanum."t

In 1832, Robert Cantinc uf Goshrn, was tried here for the

murder of his wife, was convicted, and sentenced to be

hung. Owing however to certain mitigating circumstances,

his sentence was commuted by the Legislature, to imprison-

ment for life in the State lVi^on. In 1835, Agostinho Rabello,

a native of Portugal, was indicted for the murder of a lad in

Washington, named Ferris lieardslce. He was acquitted by

the Jury, solely on the ground ot" insanity. Rabello was sub-

sequently confined lor sale ktM^pimr, in our County Prison, and

afterwards by special act of ihc Luiri.lature, in the Slate Prison.

It was in H'jy. I
M.riis illatiitical Account.
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CHAPTER VII.

\ Few towns in the State so far inland, suffered more in pro*

portion to their population, than Litclifield, during tiie Revo-

lutionary War. Almost every man of suitable age and ability

was ready and willing to aid in person and otherwise, our infant

Republic in its struggles for existence. With few exceptions,

the purest Patriotism pervaded all, attended with a perfect

understanding of their Chartered Rights and Privileges. Their

hearts were loyal to their sovereign, but they would not submit

to Tyranny, and were prompt to sustain their brethren in other

Colonics, in rcei-tance to unconstitutional oppression.

The spirit manifest in the following proceedings of this Town,

(drawn up by Gov. Wolcott, a signer of the Declaration of

Independence,) upon tlie blockade of Boston, before the War
of the Revolution, renders them worthy of remembrance.

"The Inhabitants of Litchfield, in legal Town Meeting as-

sembled, on the 17th day of Au!rust 1774, taking into conside-

ration the Distress to which the Poor of the Town of Boston,

may likely be reduced, by tiie operation of an Act of the Brit-

V ish Parliament, for Blocking up (heir Port, and deeply comrrtw-

crating the unhappine<s of a brave and loyal People, wlio are

thus eminently suffering in a General Cau?e, for vindicating

what every virtuous American considers an essential Right of

this Country, think it is their indispen-ible Duty, toailbrd their

unhappy distressed brethren of said Town of Boston, all rea-

sonable Aid and Support; and thi-i they are the more readily

induced to do, not only as the Inhabitants of said Tow^n are

thus severely condemned fur their reluctance to submit to an

arbitrary, an unconsented to, and conse,ju»'ntly unconstitutional

Taxation, but the whole of the great and loyal Province of the

Massachusetts Bay, have been condtmned unkcardy in the loss

of their Charter Privileges, by the heretofore unknown and

unheard of exertions of Parliamentary Powers which they

conceive is a Power claimed and exercised in sm ii a manner

as cannot fail of striking every unprejudiced mind with Horror
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and Amazement, as being subversive of all those inherent, es-

sential and Cunstitutioual Rights, Liberties and Privileges,

which the good people of this Colony have ever held sacred,

and even dearer than Life itself, nor evei- can wish to survive
;

not ordy every idea of Property, but every emolument of civil

life, being thereby rendered precarious and uncertain.

In full confidence therefore, that no Degree of Evil thus inflic-

ted on said Town and province, will ever induce them to give

up or betray their own and the American constitutional Rights

and Privileges, especially as they cannot but entertain the

,most pleasing Expectations, that the Committees of the seve-

ral North American Provinces, who are soon to meet at Phila-

delphia, will in their wisdom, he able to point out a Method of

Conduct, effectual for obtaining Redress of their grievances, a

method to which, (when once ajjrecd upon by said Committee)

this Town will look upon it their duty strictly to attend. And

in the mean time earnestly recommend, that subscriptions be

forthwith opened in this Town, under the care of Reuben

Smith, Esq., Capt. Lyndc Lord, and Mr. William Stanton, who

are hereby appointed a Connnittoe to receive and forward to the

Selectmen of Boston, for the use of the Poor in that place, all

such Donations as shall be thcrcuj^on made for that purpose
;

as also to correspond with the ('nmniittce of Correspondence

there or elsewhere, as there may W occasion.

"VVe also take this o[)p(»rtuM!ty pnblickly to return our thanks

to the members of the lluiH)tal>ie House of Representatives of

this Colony, lor their patriotic and ioval Resolutions, passed

and published in the last A>>«'ml)ly on the occasion, and order

them to be entered at large on ih'' jjuhiir Ptccords of this Town,

that succeeding ages may he faith in I ly furnished with authen-

tic Credentials of our inllcxihic attachniont to those inestima-

ble Privilciifs, which v/e and «'V('ry ho!u\<t, xVnierican glory in

esteeming our nna!ien;d)lc liirihiijht and Inheritance."

Upon the corunienccniLUl of lijc A\'ar, this Town with vigor

entered into the contest. The principal business at Town

Meetings for several yr:'j<, n s to have been the adoption of

measures to su->taiu tl)- c m^-.'. and to carry into elloct the or-

ders and acts of the Council of s^afcty, and of the Legislature;

5
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sd(fier3 were eiitouraged to enlist ; their pay was* ^aranteed

by the Town ; bounties Were panted them ;
provisions were

provided for their Families, and clothing for the soldiers. Iiv

the year 1777, eight continental Battalions were raised rn this

State, of which the Quota belonging to this Town was 02,

A large proportion of those taken Prisoners at Fort Washing-

ton, were from this Town
; about thirty of whom died in the

Prison ships, and other Prisons in New York. Throughont the

War, our young men were constantly enlisted into the Araiy.

The Militia were fully organized, and drafts were continually

made upon them. In times of alarm they would turn out all-

most en masse. Our Litchfield Troops, were found at the cap-

ture of New York, on the Connecticut coast,^ on the Hudson,

at Boston, at Ticonderoga, and Crown Point, at the surrenders

of Burgoyne and Cornwallis, the capture of Stoney Point, ia

the Battles of White Plains, Trenton, and Princeton, and in al-

most every military transaction, worthy of note, during the

eventful struggle.

The following is from a paper of Payne K. Kllbourn :

** We recently had put into our hands several MSS., left by

the late Col. Bezaleel Beebe, of Litclifield, from which we
glean the following facts and names. The annexed document,

which sufficiently explains its'-lf, contains the autographs of

each individual whose name i< attaclird to it. This regiment,

which, it will be seen, was raised prcvi.jus to the Declaration

of Independence, was designed for the defence of New York.

When it was known that Capt. Heche had received orders to*

raise a company for that service,, the entliusiasm of the Whi^-s

was unbounded. A veteran wlio died within the last few years,

stated that when the news reached hiui, Ijc started on a run for

the captain's head quart^.TS, fraring the roll would be full before

he arrived. Capl. B. received Ms orders on a Sunday, and by

the follov/mj- Saturday, the company had been raised, armed

and equipped, and were on the march toward Fairfield.

AV'e the Subscribers b< in^ e-ijivinccd of the Necessity of a

bodv r.f Foree-^ to d-lV *' < < rtriin ^Vickcd Purposes, formed by

the ^^<4i•u^^^•^{s of .Mu.': '' ;' i Tyi"iiviiy, do so!emiiIy engage

ourselves and Inliit a.i l*iivate fc^oldicrs, in a Regiment to be
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Commanded by Col. Andrew Ward, Jr., under the command
of MajV General Lee, for the Term of Eii^ht Weeks at the ut-
most, from the Day we March from Fairfield, which is the
place of Rendevouz

; the Hon'ble Maj'r General Lee having
Given his Word and Honor, that we shall not be Detained a
single Day after said Term.

Dated at Litchfield, 21ii day ofJanuary, 1776.

B riant Stoddard,

James Woodruff,
Oliver Woodrulf,
Phineas Goodwin,

Caleb MunsoR,
Abraham Wadhams,
Martin Nash,
Oliver Griswold,

Zadock Gibbs, Jr.

Josiah Bartholomew, Jr.

George Dear, Jr.

Elisha Mayo,
Nathaniel Newell,

Luman Bishop,

Asaph Benham,

Joseph Finney,

Peleg Holmes,
Alexander Sackett,

Joel Barnes,

Zebedee Sturtevant,

Martin Curtis^,

Elihu Harrison,

Roger N. Whittlesey,

Charles Woodndf, Jr.

Joseph Sanford.

George Dear,

Jacob Gaylord,

Abram Beach,

Elihu Grant,

Ichabod Tuttle,

Chauncey Beach,

Je.-^se Stanley,

Adino Hale,

Allen Lucas,

William Starr.

Tleber Gilbert, Jr«

Zebulun Palmer,

Joseph Peters,

Luther Conistock,

Daniel Swan,
Truman Gilbert,

Levi Swan.Heman Brown,

Those who have a knowledge of the leading men in Litch-

field connty fifty or sixty years ago, will recognize in the above

list, the names of many of her most prominent and influential

citizens—men of wealth and cntcr{)nse, Avho, though surround-

ed by the endearments of dom'-stic lite, voluntarily enlisted as

private soldiers in that dan<rerous expedition. They were

rmainly from the towns of Lin htieid, Torrington, Goshen and

Warren, and were all enlisted trom the 2lsL to the 25th of

January.

Liichficld, tGth January, A. D. 1776.

We the sabscril^rr-', bciifj rofiuestcd to apprise the Arms
"^Jelontriiig to Capt. ivu/Lilrci iit-cbe's company, in Col. Andrew
Ward's Regt., going ou aa tx|)C'diiion to New York under the





command of General Ch. Lee ; we accordingly apprised the
same, being first duly sworn, riz : ^

[We omit the figures.]

Elihu Harrison's Gun, Bayonet and Cartridge Box, in his own
hands.

Roger N. Whittlesey's Gun, in the hands of Briant Stoddard.

Joseph Sanford's Gun, Bayonet and Belt in his own hands.

Nathaniel Allen's Gun, Bayonet and Belt in his own hands.

Obed Stodder's Gun, Bayonet, Cartridge box and belt.

Joshua Smith's Gun in his ovrn hands.

Zebulon Bissell's Gun in his own hand?.

James AV'oodruff's Gun carried by t^tephen Brown.
Phineas Goodwin's Gun, Bayonet and Belt.

Whiting Stanley's Gun carried by James Crampton.
Oliver WoodrulPs Gun carriefl by himself.

Hezekiah Agard's Gun cai'ried by John Lyman.
Jedediah Strong's Gun, Bayonet and Belt carried by Williani

Patterson.

Jedediah Strong's Gun carried by Frederick Stanley.

Lieut. Jonathan Mason's CartridLre box.

Samuel Canfjeld's Gun carried by himself.

Noah Garnsey's Gun carried by T. AN'eed.

Sergt. Benj. Bissell's Gun and Bayonet carried by liimself.

Asa Osborn's Gun and Cartridge l»ox carried by himself.

Jedediah Strong's Gun carri<^d by Benj. Taylor.

Reuben Smith, Esq.'s Gun, Bayonet, Case and Belt carried b};

Capt. Beebe.

Capt. John Osborn's Gun carried by Moses Taylor.

Ami An AM liilADLLV, ) i

( Apprise rs
Thomas Catlin, > uA c« < on oath.

At a later date of the same year, (177U,) thirty-six picked

men were placed under command of Cai>t. Beebe, to aid in the

defence of Fort W^ashington, near New York. On the IGth of

November, as is well known, the Fori, after a desperate resis-

tance on the part of its defenders, fell into the hands of the

British, and all the Americans were either killed or made prir^--

oners. The subsequent trcatm? nt and sutlerings of the pris-

oners, (who were contined in the .^u^:ar House and on board

the prison-ships,) is perhaps widiout a parallel in the history of

the Avars of any civilized nation. Crowded into a narrow

space, Avithout air, and tor tlse fust two days w^ithout food, con-

tagion and death was tor n;'.n!:;'.l consequence. The dysenta--

ry, small pox, and other terrible diseases broke out among
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them, and very few of the whole number sunived the terrible

ordeal. On the 2Tth of December, an exchange of persons

took place ; but only eight of those who survived, (viz. Morsh,

Woodruff, R. Loomis, B. Beach, N. Beach, jNIarshall, Brunson

and Benedict, were able to sail for Connecticut,—four ofwhom,,

(Marsh, B. Beach, Marshall and Loomis,) died on the way.

The remainder of those who were living at that date, being too

sick to be removed, were left behind, where all, with a single

exception, (Sergt. Mather,) died within a few days—most of

them with the small pox.

Here follow the names of the soldiers alluded to. The notes

prefixed, appear to have been added at the different periods

corresponding with the dates.

Account of the Prisoners Js'^ames and Places of Confiiement.

Sergt. Cotton Martlier, returned home.

Sergt. David Hall, died of the small pox on board the Grosve-

ner, Dec. 1 1, 1776.

Elijah Loomis, died.

Gershom Gibbs, died on board the ship, Dec. 20, 1776.

Timothy Stanly, died on board the ship, Dec. 26, 1776.

Amos John.son, died Dec. 26, 1776.

Timothy Marsh, died on his way home.

Berius Beach, died on his way home.

Samuel Yaill, died on board the Grosvener, Dec. 27, 1776.

Nathaniel Allen, died of the small pox, Jan. 1, 1777.

Enos Austin, died of the small pox, Dec. 4, 1776, in the evening.

Gideon Vv'ilcoxrfon, died.
. .

Thomas Mason, reached home.

Alex'r McNiel, died.

Daniel Smith, died in New York, of small pox. Jan. L 1777.

Noah B<'ach, reached home.

Daniel Benedict, reached home.

Isaac Gibbs, dit'd Jan. 15, 1777.

Oliver Marshal, died on his way home.

Solomon Parmeiy, went on board the ship, and I fear he is

drownt-d, as 1 cannot liud him,

David Oliu^tcd, died Jan. 4, 1777.

Jered Stuart, died Jan. 1777, in the morning.
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Joha Lyman, died Jan. 26, 1777, >

Elisha Brownson, died on his way home.

The above Prisoners are at Livingston's Su^ar House.

Zebulon Bissel, died at Woodbury on his way home.

Aaron Stoddard, died Jan. 12, 1777.

John Parmely, died Jan. 15, 1777.

Joel Taylor, died Jan. 9, 1777. . *

James Little, reached home,

Phineas Goodwin, died Jan. 5, 1777. - -

The above at the Church called the jYorth Church.

Oliver Woodruff, reached home. '
*

Remembrance Loomi?, died on his way home.

The above at Bridwell,

The above Prisoners belong; to Capt. Beebe's Company,

Col. Bradley's Regiment.

Corp'l SamM Coe,l Were either killed or

Jeremiah Weed, I made their escape tVom

Joseph Spencer,
|
Fort Washington, on the

John Whiting, J IGthofNov. 1776.' .

Capt Beebe, the commander of the above company, in con-

sideration of his oH'ce, was allowed the limits of the city, but

was compelled to provide himsell with food, lodging, &c., or

go without. He was accustomed to visit his men daily, so long

as any remained, but could do little to alleviate their wretched

condition. He was not exchanged with other prisoners, but

was confined within the 'limits' for about a year, at his own

expense."

I have recently found a Deposition made on the the 3d of

May, 1777, before Andrew Adams, Esq., J. P., by Mr. Thomas

Cat'lin, of this Town, (the Father of Doct. Abel Catlin,) v/ho

was a Lieutenant in the American Army at New York in 1776,.

Lieut. Catlin gives this account, in substance, of the treatment

of himself and others by the British, viz

:

That he was taken a Prisoner by the British Troops on

New York Island, Sept. 15, 1776, and confmed with a great

lunnber in close Gaol, eleven days ; that he had no ^Li-t<:nance

fur forty-cight hours after lie was taken, that for vhJ^vn whole

days they had only about two days allowance, and liitir Pork.
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was offensire to the smell That forty-two were confined In

one house, till Fort Washington was taken, when the house

was crowded with other Prisoners. After which they were

informed they should have two-thirds allowance, which consist-

ed of very poor Irish Pork, Bread hard, mouldy and wormy,

made of canail and dre^s of flax seed. That the British Troop??

had good bread. Brackish water was given to the Prisoners,

and he had seen $1 50 given for a common pail of water. On-

ly between three and four lbs. of Pork was given three men
for three days. That for near three months, the private sold-

iers were confined in the Churches, and in one were eight hun-

dred and fifty. That about the 25th of December, 1776, he

and abont two hundred and twenty-five others, were put on

board the Glasgow at New York, to be carried to Connecticut for

exchange. They were on board eleven days, and kept on

black coarse broken bread, and les> pork than before. Twen-

ty-eight died during the eleven days ! They were treated

with great cruelty, and had no fire for sick or well. They

were crowded between decks, and many died through hard-

ship, ill usage, hunger and cold.

The following facts appear in a letter written by Doct. Reu-

ben Smith, dated at Litchfield, May 12th, 1777, relating to the

Danbury alarm, &:c.

:

"Sunday morning, 27th April, about one o'clock, we were

alarmed ; our people turned out ^{)iriiedly ; came up with rear

of the enemy about eleven the next day, a little below Wilton

Meeting House, and pursued them aboard their ships. Paul

Peck was killed in the last laUwk on the enemy. Levi Peck,

Thomas Peck's son, was wouiult d in the shoulder about the

game time ; in Wilton, Ozias C<K)dwin was wounded in the

arm, and Salmon Buel had one of his thighs broken, and the

other shot through with the same bail.

The infamous Daniel Criswold, came into the western part

of the Town, tlic morning belorf the alarm, and was there con-

cealed till Monday, and took oif to join the ministerial army,

David Kilborn, Btiijamin Kilhonfs son Cha's, Isaac Kilborn's

sou Abraham, and Saniu«'i hi Ibum son to Giles Kilborn, Jon-

athan Smith, Jr., and his brother Elisha, (who was enlisted in
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the light horse,) David Joy, Ephraira Bates, Benjamin Doolit-

tle, Josiah Stone, and John Davies' youngest son David, and

one John Beach of Woodbury who lived at Josiah Stone's.

The Wednesday following they were taken, (except Benja-

min Doohttle, and Charles Kilborn, who it is said were killed in

attempting to escape,) and were carried to Derby, where they

were tried by a Court Martial, and Griswold was sentenced to

be hanged ; which sentence was executed the Monday follow-

ing, at New Haven. The rcat were pardoned, npon their en-

listing into the Continental Army during the War.

Governor Franklin, is conlined in our Gaol, and a constant

Guard is kept. We trust he will find it diflicult to escape,

should he attempt it. I understand, he utterly denies the

charge ofdispensing Pardons and Protections."

Of Paul Peck, alluded to in the Letter of Doct. Smith, it is

said, " he was the most expert hunter of the time in which he

lived. At the Danbury Alarm, lie put \n< large Gun in order,

and followed the enemy to Compo, on their retreal, and took

a station behind a stone wall, and every shot told, until he was

rushed npon by the enemy, who took liis gun from him and

dashed his brains out with it." He was killed A|u-il 28th, 1777,

aged about seventy-five years.

During the WV, Litchfield wa-; a plare of dcposlte, for Pro-

visions, and other Continental Stores. AVorkshops for the Ar-

my were established here, and Prisoners of War were conlined

in our Prison.

Mr. Matthews, the Engli-h Mayor of New York, w^as here

as a prisoner of ^Var. The firit plea-urc carriage, [a chair,]

brono-ht into this Town, was by hnn presented to Mrs. Major

Seymour, whose husband luid the cu^lndy of the Mayor, and

was in use as lately as A. D. 1S12. The Mayor's Travelling

Trunk, is still in this town in the pos^e-sion of one of Major Sey-

mour's descendants. Mr. Franklin, the gentleman spoken of

by Doct. Smith as being coniiat'il in om- Gaol, was the liritish

Governor ofNew Jersey.

An Equestrian siatuc of Kin- George the 3d was during the

War transported to Liu-hii.M, to be ca.t itito Bullets fur ihe use

of our army. The Statue wa«3 imported from London. Among
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the Archives of the Biitish Government, Mr. John Romejn
Brodhead, the ag'ent of the State of New York to procure Doc-

uments in Europe rekitive to the Colonial History of that State,

recently found Letters givinj^ an account of the erection of the

Statue and of its demolition, from which I make the following

extracts, viz :

Extract from a Letter from Lieut. Gov. Cadwallader Colden to

Lord Hillshoroujrh. D:itod New-York, August 18, 1770.

"An equestrian guilt statue of tl'.e King-, made by direction

of, and purchased by this Colony, came over in one of the last

ships from London. On Tlmr-day last it was opened to vievr,

erected on its proper pedes; a!, in a square near the Fort, and

fronting the prinrij)al strcot uf the city. I was attended on

this occasion by the gontlcmcn of the Council, and members

of Assembl}'-, then in town, the magistrates of the city, the

clergy of all denominatious, and a very lar^-e number of the

principal inlutbitants. Our L*'yuhy, fnm attachment and af-

fection to his Maje-ty's person v.'as expressed by drinking the

King's hcaUh, and a hns conti nuance of his reign, under a dis-

charge of 32 pieces of canimii, a hand of music playing at the

same time from the ranij'arts of tiic fort. The General and

and officers of the nrmy g:ive u- the honor of their company on

the occasion. Tho ^\h(•!e company walked in procession

from the fort, round tlie statue, while the spectators expressed

their joy by loud acclamations, and the procession having re-

turned with me to the fat, Xlir ceremony concluded with great

cheerfulness and good huna ur."

Extract fiom a Letter uf (lovernor Tryon to Lord George
(.h-nnaln.

" Ship Duchess of Gordon, }

OtrStateu (-land, 14ih Au-ust, 1776. ^

*' The confederate Colonies liave <h:clared themselves inde-

pendent vStates. Ln<-h>«f'd i-' a printed copy of their declar-

ation of Independency, vvhieh was published through the

streets of Ne".v-V rk tit" n aj llc of last month, vvhiire the

Kimr's statue ba- ' re" i-tied, as v, ell as the King's arms

in the Citv U>:il, ! ^ e- ie-d eimrele's shut up, and every

vestige of Royalty, so fur as hu'? been in the power of the Reb-
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els, done Tiway. The persons of the Mayors of the cities of

York and Albany, Judijes, Counsellors, Magistrates and prin-

cipal gentlemen of the country that are not in rebellion, seized

and secured, and even down to the meanest planters persecu-

ted and tyrannized over.

The whole armament destined for this part of America, ex-

cept the last division of the Ilessions, being now assembled

here, I expect, by the counsge and strength of this noble array,

tyranny will be crushed and legal government restored."

Tyranny was indeed crushed and legal government restored,

but not precisely in the mnnner anticipated by Gov. Tryon.

A paper read before the New-York Historical Society, in

October 1844, by George Gibbs, Esq., gives this further ac-

count of the representative of his Majesty.

"Account of thk statue of George III., formerly

STANDING IN THE BoWLING GrEEN, NeW YoRK.

Most of the members arc probably aware that an equestrian

statue of King George III. ntood \i\nm the Bowling Green, in

this city, prior to the Revolution, and was overthrown soon af-

ter its commencement, I believe, however, that its subsequent

fate has never been recorded, and having in my possession a

paper giving authciitic information on the sultjcct, I have sup-

posed that the royal efhgy might be wortli a brief obituary.

Holfs (New York) Gazette, as quuted by Mr. Dunlap, gives

the follov.-ing notice of its erection : ; .

'August 21st, 1770, being the Ijirth day of Prince Frederick,

the father of George III., an elt -ant equestrian statue of his

present Maje-tv, Geori,v III. wa^ t n rtcd in the Bowling Green,

near Fort George. On tins ocr;si;ion the members of his Maj-

esty's Counril, the City C'Tp«)ration. the Corporation of the

Chamber of Commerce, the Corporation of the Marine Socie-

ty, and n!0>t '^f thf L^onileir.en of the City and army waited on

his honor, the Lieuteiiasit G ivcrnor C. Golden, in the Fort, at

his request ; wh-^n hi> Ma; and other loyal healths were

drank viudcr a di>oliai'/<" S;.^'ty-t\vu pieces of cannon, from

the lUitt'Ty, acconi|)U!iieii v, a hund of muiic. This beauti-

ful statue ii made of metal, (Dunlap says by way of parenthc-
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^s, * the writer did not on such an occasion like to say what

metal represented his royal majesty, the best of Kings ; it was

leacT) being" the first equestrian one of his present majesty, and

is the workmanship of that celebrated statuary, Mr. Wilton of

London.'

Symptoms of disloyalty, betokening revolution I presume,

50on manifested themselves in the rude treatment of the effigy,

for on the 6th February, 1773, (13th Geo. III. Ch. 1580,) an

act was passed *to prevent the defacing the statues which are

erected in the city of New York.'

Upon the above account of Holt's, IMr. Dunlap observes :

*This statue stood till sometime in 1776. I saw it in 1775.

In 1776 it was thrown down, aud tradition says converted into

bullets to resist his gracious ninjcsty's soldiers when sent to en-

force the doctrine of ' the sovereignty of British Parliament over

the Colonies in all cases whatsoever,' the doctrine of Mr. Pitt,

Lord Chatham, which he died in an effort to enforce. The

pedestal stood until long after the Revolution. No fragment

of the horse or his rider was <iver seen after its overthrow, and

so completely had the meniory of this event (the erecting the

only equestrian statue ever sei up in New York) been lost, that

I have never found a person who could tell me on what occa-

sion it was ordered, or when plared in the Bowling Green.'

In fact so much was the ^tatu»' forgotten, that Watson in his

sketches (p. 30,) has entirely mistaken the personage repre-

sented. Speaking of the ovorihrow, he says with a curious re-

vival of tory feeling :
' My friend, Mr. John j^aylie was present

in April, '76, and saw the degrading spectacle. He saw no

decent people present; a great majority were shouting boys.

The insult, if so meant, wai lo the dead, as the statue was of

<aeorge II., our most gracious Knig.'

Some cotemporary nolict-s of the destruction of this efiigy

have been pointed out to me, wliich I will cite, and which will

show that Watson was wrong not merely us to the person, but

as to the time of its occurrence, which was immediately after

the news of the i!ecIar;it:oa of Iiidepcndence. The iirst is

from a book of gcnr-ral order.s issued by Wa^hin^rton, the origi-

n-d] of which is ia the posscs.-^oju of the Society. It is as follows

:
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*July 10. Tho* the General doubts not the persons who

pulled down and mutilated the statue in Broadway last night,

acted in the public cause, yet it has so much the appearance of

riot and want of order in the arjuy, tliat he disapproves the

manner and directs that in futuic these thinirs shall be avoided

by the soldiery and left to be executed by proper authority.'

The next is in a letter Iruni El)enezer Hazard to General

Gafes, dated July 12th, 1770, which will be found among the

^ Gates papers, also in the Society's Collection, and is as follows ;

'The King of England's vims have been bumed in Phila-

delphia and his statue here has l.'cen pulled down to make mus-

ket balls of, so that his troops luU probably have melted majcsiy

fired at them.'' - -
. .

j\nother is in a letter from New York, of July 11th, 1776,

published in the New Hampshire (iazette of the 20th.

*New York, July 11. La-t Moiiiiay evening the equestri-

an statue of George III., with tor}" {)ri<le and folly raised in the

year 1770, was by the Suns of Freedom laid prostrate in the

dust, the ju.-t desert of an ungrat«.>ful tyrant. The lead where-

with this monument is made is to be uiii into bullets, to assim-

ilate with the brains of our infatuatecl :idver>arles, who to gain

a peppercorn, have lost an empin-. (i^iem Dcus vuli perderCy

prius dcmentat, A gentleman who was prc-ent at the ominous

fall of leaden majesty, looking buck to the originars hopelul

beginning, pertinently exclainied in the language of the angel

to Lucifer ' If thou be'est he ;
hut ah, how fallen 1 how chan-

ged !
!"

A note to this letter by the cuitur marks the allusion to Lord

Clare's declaration in Parliament, that a peppcrcornm acknowl-

edgement of Britain's right to lax America, was of more impor-

tance than millions without it.

The destruction ot the statue i- also alluded to and incor-

rectly attrlliutod to General "W'a-hington in a smutty tory pro-

duction, entitled 'The Batth- of Brooklyn, a farce in two acts,

as it was perfornu'd on L- n-r h^Iiiud, on Tuesday, the 27th day

of Amrust, 1776, by th»' B- p:- -"ntiuivcs of the Tyrants of

of Anjerica assembled at riMi.Ml-. ii-l.ia : New York, printed for

J. Rivington, in the yearol'iiio Uchellion, 177G.'
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Belly, a servant of * Lady Gate?,' is representetl as compli-

menting General Washini^ton in this wise :

Belly. * Lord ! Lord ! mem, did he not make codfish of

them all at Boston ! and has he not seen tory men rid upon

rails at New York by the tailors and cijblers ot' the town 1 And
more, mv Lady, did he not order the Kini^'s statue to he pulled

down and the head cut otf ] For God's sake, mem, what

would'st have of a hero V

Lady G. 'Codfish al Boslon ! It is really an odd term

Betty ; but he did no more than that old fool Putnam would

have done. His not forbiddiiii^ that insult to humanity at New
York, was counteoancini^ an act of barbarism, and none but a

little minded barbarian v/ould have suffered the arts to be tram-

pled under foot as he did, in the case of the kini^-'s statue.'

Mr. ^Stephen's (Incidents of Travel in Russia, &ic., vol. 2, p.

23,) mentions havin:^^ met v. ith a curious memorial of its des-

truction, and at an out of the way ])lace. This was a gaudy

and flaring engraving in a black wooden fianic, representing

the scene of its destruction, which he found in a tavern at Chi-

off, in Russia, *The grouping of the picture,' he says, 'was

rude and grotesque, the ringloaticr bcmg a long negro, stripped

to his trowscrs, and straining vvitli all his might upon a rope,

one end of which was fastened to the head of the statue and

the other tied round his own \\ai>t, his white teeth and the

whites of his eyes being particularly conspicuous on a heavy

ground of black.' How this picture found its way to Russia, it

would be diHicult to imagine ; it would certainly be not less a

curiosity here thnn there.

The document I have mentioned gives an account of its re-

maining history in a s]ia[)e v/hi'-ti history seldom assumes, that

of an account current. It i-^ preserved among the papers of

General, al'icrv.ards Governor, Oliver AV'olcotl, of Connecticut.

It is a statement, of the numi*' r of cartridges made from the

materials of tlic statue by the ladies of Litchlield, and is in these

words :

—

Mrs. Marvin, 3456 cartridges.

« " on former account, 2602
6058

Ruth Marvin on former account, (>204
. . f
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Not seat to court house 449 packs, 5388
11,592

Laura, on former account, 4250
Not sent to court house 344 packs, 4128

8378
Mary Ann, on former account, 5762
Not sent to the court house 119 packs,

out of which I let Colonel Perley {lowe
have 3 packs, 5028

10,790
Frederick, on former account, 708
Not sent to court hou:-e, 19 packs, 228

936

37,754
Mrs. Beach's two accounts, 2002
Made by sundry persons, 2182
Gave Litchfield militia, on alarm, 50
Let the re2:iment of Col. \Vi«;i;lcs\vorth have 300

Cartridges, No. " ^
^ 42,288

Overcharged in Mrs. Beach's account, 200

42,088

The original account is in General Wolcott's hand writing,

and is endorsed 'lu account of the nunber of cartridges made.'

There is no date to it, nor is there mention made by him of the

fact of their being made from the statue, but a memorandum

added by his son, the last Governor Wulcott, explains it as fol-

lows :

—

•*N. B. An equestrian statue of (ieorgc the Third of Great

Britain, was erected in the city of New York on the Bowling

Green, at the lower end of Broadway; most of the materials

Vere lead, but richly gilded to resemble gold. At the begin-

ning of the revolution thi.> statue was overthrown. Lead be-

ing then scarce and dear, thr, -tafne was broken in pieces, and

the metal transported to Liichlicld as a j)Iacc of safety. The

ladies of thi-5 village converted ih<- lead into cartridges, of which

the preceding is an account. O. W.*

The Mrs. and Miss Marvin and Mrs. Beach, mentioned in

the paper, belonged to families who yet reside in Litchfield
;

the other persons named were the two daughters and the

youngest son of General Wolcott.
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Litchfield, it may be noticed, was, during the war, a place of

great importance as a military depot. After the capture of

New York by tlie British in 177G, all communication between

New England and Pennsylvania was turned to thewestwaid

of the Highlands on the Hudson, and the troops and stores

were usually passed through that village as a point on the most

convenient route to the posts on the river yet in post^ession of

the Americans. General Wolcott, who was a member of the

Continental Congress, lived there, and during the intervals of

his congressional attendance, was constantly occupied in rais-

ing troops to supply the requisitions of Washington, Putnam

and Gates. It appears from his letters that he returned to

Connecticut shortly after the adoption of the Declaration of

Independence, of which he was one ot the signers, and it is

probable that the statue was transported there at his instance,

immediately after its destruction. Of its identity as the mate-

rial for the cartridges above nieniioned, there can be no doubt.

The late Governor Wolcott, on grailuaiing from Yale College

in 1778, was appointed to an ollicc in the quartermasters de-

partment, under General Greene, and was posted at Litchfield,

in charge of the stores there. His opportunity for knowing the

fact, as mentioned in his note, was therefore certain. The

late Hon. Judge Wolcott, moreover, who figures in the account

as * Frederick,' and who was a boy at the time, informed me a

few years ago that he well rtiifcinbcrcd the circumstance of

the statue being sent there, and that a shed was erected for the

occasion in an apple oreiiard adj /ining the house, where his

father chopped it up with the wuoU axe, and the * girls' had a

frolic in running the bullets and making them up into cartrid-

ges. I suppose the alarm ul" the militia, on which some were

distributed, was Tryon's invasion in 1777, when Danbury was

burnt. On th;s occasion tomteen men, the last in Litchfield

capable of bearing arms, were started at midnight to aid in re-

pulsing the enemy.

The estimation in which lead was held in those days may be

ima^nned from the laet th;U the above account of cartridges is

filed carefully among retiinis o^roop^, accounts of requisitions

upon the states, and issues of bills of credit.
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This incident in revolutionary lilstory might, had it found its

tvay to him, have well barbed a shaft at King George from

Peter Pindars own bow
; and rv-e may suppose, from the

grave attempts at waggery in the extrncls above given, that a

great deal of wit of one kind and another was expended on

the occasion. 1 suspect that the monarch, could he have lis-

tened to the go.-sip over the melting ladle, might have exclaim-

ed with Richard,

.i.,,v ji,^. • Let not 1 1)6 heavens hear these tell tale women

. ,
• Rail at the Lord's aMt'iiihd.'

"

At a meeting of the Inhabitants of Litchfield, on the 6th of

January 1778, to take into con-id'-raiion the articles of Confed-

eration, and perpetual Union, bctueeu the States, it was "Vo-

ted, unanimously, that the said articles oi' Confederation be ap-

proved, and that the Representatives of said Town be instructed

to use their intiucnce and vote in General Assembly, to invest

the Delegates of this Slate, with conipetent powers ultimately

in the name and behalf of this State, in Continental Congress^

to subscribe and confirm the said ai tides of Confederation and

perpetual Union between the said States."

It seems the sins of the children were visited upon their

fathers.

" At a Town Meeting hokh^n on the 25:h of >hirch, 1782,

Stephen Stone, Elijah Giiswold, and Benjamin Kilborn, hav-

ing lately been assessed on cxaminaiioa by the Civil Authority

and Selectmen, agreeably to Law, lor each havin": a son gone

to the enemy, and having requested a bewaring in Town Meet-

ing, and being heard accordinu^y, the <juesii(m was proposed

relative to said Stone in }K\ri!'-ular, and the Town by vote did

not discharge said assessment.'"

At a Town Meeting ^d Arnil 1782, ** on the question wheth-

er Stephen Stone shall be acquitted from Ins assessment. Sic,

Voted in alTirmative. \\'herf upon Elijah Griswoldand Benja-

min Kilborn, reqttesting the Town to release them from the

assessment, Voted to rai-^c the v.'h.,>le number of recruits requi-

red of this Town for ooii!::i--n!rd service, by Tax," &c.

NoTK.—Chas. Kilborn a;i(i IN. : j ! HttU', (mpntioned in tlie Letter of Doct.

Smith,) escaped. Kilborn went to Canada, and died a few years since; Doolit-

ilo is still living in western Nc.v York
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From the 55 1 ate Records it appears that

—

Aug. 1, 1776. Letters from the Convention of New-York

sent by Mr. DoPcystor, rcspectlnj^ the prisoners sent from

New-York to LitchficUl Jail were read ; and thereupon order-

ed that the Mayor of New-Yoik should be brought to Hart-

ford, and there confined. Gilbert Forbes and William Forbes

were directed to be cunfmcd in Litchfield jail, and the other

ten to be taken to Norwich jail.

Aug. 26, 1776. Last. Mon(!ay, David Matthews, Mayor of

the City of New-York, was brought from Litchfield, and on

Friday w^as returned to Liichficld, to remain under the care of

Capt. Moses Seymour. . %

Feb. 11, 1777. John Marsh 3d, of Litchfield, applied for

liberty to take Mark Priudle of llarwinton, (a tory at Mans-

field,) and him have bofore the Court at Litchfield, in discharge

of his bail bond, iiiven for said Prindlc in another ca>c ; which

was granted by the Governor and Council, with their order to

return said Prindlc after his trial, to Amariah Williams in said

Mansfield.

April 30, 1777. An order frojn Congress was received, to

confine Gov. Franklin, wiihout pen, ink, or paper ; and direct-

ed him to be conveyed under u'uard, by the Sheriff of Plartford

County, forthwith to Litrhfidd jail.

Sept. 19, 1777. An order on the pay table was drawn in

favor of Lynde Lord, Esq., f.T XMOO towards the expense of

the guard placed over Gov. Friiuklin.

Jan. S, 1778. Upon the information of the State Attorney

against John Marsh, a C''rn'2t in a troop of horse under Capt.

Moses Scvmour, f.r disobedience uf orders, the committee

found the facts tnif as st;»ifd, and found that lie had recently

taken the oath of lidelify and declared iiis willingness to serve

his country, risk his lii'o and furtujie in it;-' defence, &c. The

Assembly ordered said Marsii lo [.ay the cost taxed at £SA4.5,

and the coniplaiiit disuiif^ed.

Jan. S, 1778. The .\^^f'^lbly allowed Salmon Buell, of

Litchfield, who wns woand' d in the Daiibury expedition, bV

a ball in both hi:. thi^^L^, iuv h:^ react.

7
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CHAPTER VIII.

Not many years after the establishment of our National In-

dependence, symptoms of di-atlection to the arbitrary and cru-

el reign of Alcohol began to manifest themselves. But to the

present generation belongs the honor of organizing an extend-

ed and regular force to repel his attacks. Many brilliant vic-

tories have been achieved, and it may reasonably be expected

that the same generation will witness his final overthrow.

Honor to those engaged in this struggle for a second Indepen-

dence.

Below is a copy of the origltra] pl^^di^'-e of a Temperance As-

sociation formed in Litchfield more than fifty years since. It

shows at how early a day, public attention here was directed

to the dreadful evils of InteniperaiK'c, and is interesting on ac-

count of its antiquity, and the nunil er of distinguished men

who adopted the pledge. Amorig the signers were men of

wealth, integrity and benevolence, and some who have filled

high places in our State and Nation.

"So many are the avenues lea.Tmi? to human misery, that it

is impossible to guard them all. ^uch evils ns are produced by

our own folly inul weakness are wi:hin our power to avoid.

The immoderate use which the p' <>i>Ic ol this State make of

Distilled Spirits, is undoubtedly .,1' thi- kind. It is ob-

vious to everv person of the smalit>t obs('rvatu)n, that from

this pernicious practice fjllows a train of evds dinknilt to be e-

nuraerated. The morals are corrupted, property is exhausted,

and health destroyed. And it is mo^t binccrcly to be regretted

that from a mjstaken idea that divi: - J j.iris are necessary to

laboring men, to counteract :he i:i!:i:c!:ce oi hcat, and give re-

lief from severe tatigue, that a mo^t valuable class of citizens

have been led to contract a hai'it «>! Mich dangerous tendency.

Hence arises the iiiuh:!iiy to pav pui-ar taxes, to discharge pri-

vate (l<d)ts, and to suj);-.rt aii.l < di!cate faiiiilies. Seriously-

considerini^ this sul ]«'er, antl itie Ir.iv. ns o{ Divine Providence

in denying many tainth''- m thii part ol" the country the means

of a comiortab!^> -^tr--i^'-; = tT-'fut yc?ar, by iailurc of the

piincipal crops ( i r.n: ^ m- U : •^•ink it peculiarly tiie duty of

cvorv u- >.-)d citizen t * i.. •' Cih-ris to reform a practice

\vhich k^ads so many to p Aci iy, distress and ruin. Whereup-

on wc da hereby a^Jt'ociatc, and mutually agree, that hereafter
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we will carry on our business without the use of distilled Spir-

its as an article of refre^hiuent, either for ourselves, or those

whom we employ, and that instead tiiereof, we will serve our

workmen with wholesome food, and cgmmon simple drinks of

our own production.

Ephraiin Kirby, Archibald McNiel,
Timothy Skinner, Abraham Bradley,

David Buel, I. Baldwin Junr.

Julius Demiug-, T. Reeve,

Benj'n Tallmadgc, Collier & Adam,
Uriah Tracy, Tobias Cleaver,

Ebenezer Marsh, Amos Gal pin,

Moses Seymour, Thomas Trowbridge,

Samuel Marsh, S. Shethar,

James Stone,
_

.

- Soloman Buel,

Samuel Seymour, Briant Stoddard,

Daniel Sheldon, Abraham Peck,

Ozias Lewi^, Frederick Wolcott,

Lawrence \Ve5sells, Nathaniel Smith 2d,

Elijah Wad>v.'oi tii, John Allen,

Ali;xander Catlin, John Welch,

Reuben Smith, Arthur Emmons.
Lynde Lord,

By Necessity and on Principle, in consequence of little ex-

periment and nmck obs-jrvati^ju, I have effectually adopted and

adhered to the salutary piaa lierein proposed during several

mDath^ past, and am re^ il..: 1 to persevere until cDnvinced

that any alt '.ration will be p.o lac:ive of some greater gaod,

whereof at piesent I have nj approlieusion^ w lilst Hu nan

Nature remains the same. J. STRONG."
Litchjield, QtkJIay ITSD.

In December 17S5, the (own voted to lease to the adjoining'

proprietors of the land on the west side of Town Street, a strip

of land 21 feet in width from the we^t side of the highway, and

that " one express and immutable condition on which said

land sliall l)e Icas.'d is, llva w > p<'r.>on shall have liberty on any

pretense whatever, to erect any building thereon, other than

a good handsome fence, and if any building should at anytime

be so set thereon, ii shall be lawful for any person to demolish

or remove the san: Thi- strip is now occupied chiefly as

court vard-. Siu.ilnr v.-tcs v.cre subsequently passed relative

t.G Meeting Uuuse Stret t
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"Miss Sarah Pierce opened a School in this town for the

instruction of Females, in the year 1792, which has very justly

merited and acquired a distinguished reputation."* The school

continued under her superintendence for nearly forty years,

and its reputation has since been v/ell sustained by her suc-

cessors. It was incorporated in the year 1827, by the name
of" The Litchfield Female Acadeniy.''

" The lion. Tapping Reeve, one of the Judges of the Supe-

rior Couit, commenced a Law School in Litchfield in the year

17S4; and continued it, under his own tuition, till the year

1798. At this period, 210 young- gentlemen had been stu-

dents in his School, and qualified lor admission to the Bar.

In the year 1798, James Gould, Esq. became joint instructor

with Judge Reeve ; and from thai time to March, 1812, 264

young gentlemen were educated here—in the whole, 474.

Without doing inju.-tice, it may be sale to remark, that the

science of Lav/ lias been more systenuitically taught in this

School, than in any other of tiu* kind in the United States."*

Judge Reeve and Judgc Gould coniinued to be joint iiistruct-

ors till the year 1820 ; after wliieh. Judge Gould lectured

alone, being assisted in examinations by the Hon. Jabez W.

Huntington. Judge Gould closed iii.s Lectures in the year

1833. More than 550 gentlemen received their professional

education at this school after Marcli 1812
;
making in the

whole over 1024. This school ;.i\vays enjoyed a deservedly

high reputation : such as the lakuis and extensive legal at-

tainments of the gentlemen who conducted the institution were

calculated to f/we it. Young genfL/mrn from every section of

our nation were educated here, a.'.d not a few have been dis-

tinguished as Statesmen and Jiinsis.

The village of Litchfield was incorporated in May ISiS,

and by its charter has the usual pov.-^rs and privileges of a Bo-

romxh. Its limits are jibont on»' mile and three fourths in

length, north and south, and about one mile in breadth, east

and west.

A Branch c[ the Fhu'iiix B.iul: at Hartford, was established

here in the year 181 1.

• Moiria' "ti!t*iical Account,
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The " Litchfield Mutual Fire Insurance Company" was in-

corporated in the year 1833.

The present Court House was erected in the years 1797

and 1798, and the present Goal and County House in the

year 1813.

A few years since, "an Indian relic was found about half a

mile east of the Court House, near Bantam River. It is a

rude sculptui-e of brown stone, nearly the size of life, repre-

senting a female with head and shoulders, and extending- down

to the waist. It is now deposited at Yale College, New-Haven."

:^ ^ \ ' CHAPTER IX.

In May 1740, the Inhabitants of South Farms petitioned

the Legislature, to be annexed to the north Society of Wood-

bury, (now Bethicm.) A committee of the Town was appoint-

ed to oppose it, and the ap[>lication v.-as unsuccessfuL Sever-

al attempts were made to procure tlu-ir incorporation as an Ec-

clesiastical Society, which did not succeed till 1767, when an

act of the Legislature for that purpose was passed. In 1753,

there were but thirty iamilios in the parish : when it was in-

corporated it contained seventy.

But the Legislature long before that time, granted the In-

habitants power to maintain the public worship of God among

them for three months darinir the winter, and this right was

called the " Winter Privilege."

They thereupon exercised the ordinary powers of an Ecclesi-

astical Society. Their first meetintr for such purposes was hol-

den on the 33d Nov. 17 18, at tlie ii"usc of Capt. Thomas Har-

rison. Josiah Strong was chosen Moderator, and Jacob Wood-

rulT, Clerk. Their meetiii'js were warned by posting notices

on trees in ditVerent parts oi"the Society. Their preachers, be-

fore the settlement of Mr. B. ckwitli, were, the Rev. jNIessrs.

Bartlet, Dickeson, lieaton, Richards, Eells, Hart, &c. And





Public Worship was held in different section?, at the School

and Private Houses. Tiic first School Flouse was voted to be

built in 1747.* =£20 was given iVoni the Town Treasury for

that purpose. In 1747, liberty was cranted by the Town, to

the inhabitants of South Faruis, to have one fourth of an acre

of ground laid out by the select men tor a Burial Ground.

. "The first person buried in South Farms, was interred in

the month of March, 1749, viz : Mr. James Stoddard ; he was

•killed at the raising of a dwelling- house."

The orthography of those days vrus somewhat peculiar. On
the 14th of March IToO, the Society "voted, to pay Charles

Woodruff six shillings for y*^ Bears to carry y^ dead."

The sancity of burial places formerly seems not to have been

very highly regarded. In 177G, the Town empowered the se-

lect men to buy of Mr. Thomas Waugli, half an acre about 20

rods south of Joseph Waui;h's dwelling house, for a public bu-

rying place, and in case said Thomas gave a deed, the Town
voted, that "said Thomas AVauuli his heirs and assigns shall

have good right forever to enclose said Burying Yard, and use

it for pasturing, provided, he or tliey shall keep up and main-

tain convenient bars for the people to pass and repass, for the

purpose of burying their death '
>

' -

In i7Gl the General Assembly resolved, that the inhabitants

of South Farms, " be allowed lo have the Gospel preached

among them for four months in the v.-intGr season, and shall

have liberty to build a meeting hous<-." And in 1764 they vo-

ted to "build a winter house thiris-fne feet long, twenty-five

feet wide, nine feet posts, provided Justus Gihbs will do it for

£70 10, &c." The house wa> ?oori after erected, is still in

existence, and is occupied as a dwrllmg-house. By a lesolve

of the General Assembly, the Isl Society was required to re-

pay to South Farms Soeieiy, what thry had paid towards build-

in<^ the new meeting h<^use in Lifrhiicld. The South Farms

Society also demanded oiihe 1st S>»ciety, a share of the parson-

age money, with what success I am not informed.

In 17G9 it wa< " vot^ .1, Tiiat \vc tliink the sealing ordinan-

ces are equally sacred, aiul any p-'r-on that is qualified for one

is qualitied fo^both/' And in 1770, " voted, That we approve
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of the Church vote, viz : That conversion, should not be a term

of admission for Church communion." This rule has long been

abrogated. In 178o, the society built a new Church of liberal

dimensions. In April of that year, the Society "voted. That

the meeting house committee shall have good right to furnish

Rum, Grindstones, and Ropes sufficient for framing the meet-

ing house according to their best discretion." And in June of

the same year, the Society'appointed an overseer, to direct the

issue of Liquor at the raising, and "voted. That the overseer

shall give two drams per day to the spectators, one a little be-

fore noon, the other a little before night." They entered upon

the wofk with such spirit, that the house was finished in twen-

ty weeks after they began the frame. A steeple was soon af-

ter added, and a bell procured. This Church was occupied till

the year 1844, when it was taken down, and a neat and taste-

ful edifice was erected in more modern style.

The once celebrated " Morris Academy," was estabHshed in

South Farms by James Morris, Esq., in 1790.

"The parish of Northfield, was incorporated by an act of

the General Assembly, at their October session in the year

1794. This parish is situated in the South-east corner of

Litchfield, and it includes within its limits a part of the Town-

ship of Plymouth. The people settled their first minister, Feb.

17th, 1795, viz : The Rev. Joseph E. Camp."* He died there

in May 1837.

" The parish of Milton is situated in the north-west corner

of Litchfield. It includes ithin its hmits. a part of Goshen, a

part of Cornwall and a part of Warren. Milton was incorpo-

rated by the General Assembly at the May Session, 1795,"*

The climate of Litchfield is eminently favorable to health

and longevity, and our pure and invigorating atmosphere is re-

sorted to by strangers from the cities and the South, during

the heat of summer. Our citizens have had the reputation of

bcins: distinguished for th':ir intelligence and virtue. The

* Morris' Statistical Account.
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pence of this community has seldom been disturbed by exten-

sive local or personal contests; a spirit of liberality has in

general existed between different religious sects, and a feeling

of good will between all classes. Party spirit, it is true, has

prevailed among political partizans, and formerly embittered to

some extent social intercourse. But notwithstanding the cal-

umny which at dilTercnt times has been heaped upon individu-

als, and upon opposing parties, its effect has been temporary,

and after the heat of contest has subsided, men have learnt

the injustice of which they have been guilty, and that neither

all that is excellent is to be found exclusively with the one

party, nor all that is bad exclusively with the other. And if

any there are who disbelieve a truth so obvious, they receive,

in this respect, no countenance from tlio33 whose opinions are

worthy of regard.

The inhabitants of Litchfield have been blessed with peace,

harmony and prosperity. They have been well satisfied in

preserving the valuable institutions of their forefathers, with

such improvements as experience, and the spirit of the times,

suggested. The History of such a people is of course some-

what barren of events interesting to posterity, and if what has

been collected relative thereto, is either useful or interesting to

the inhabitants or natives of the town, (and it cannot be ex-

pected to be much so to others,) the author will be satisfied

with the result.





APPENDIX.

The County of Litchfield was organized by an Act of the

General Assembly, at their session in October, A. D. 1751
;

and Litchtield was then made the shire town.

List of Judges of the Court of Common Pleas and County Court from the

year 1751 io the year 18-20.

Accessus". Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.
William Preston, 17r>L 1704 Joshua Porter. 1791 1S08
John Williams, - 17.31: 1774 Aaron Austin, 1808 1816
Oliver Wolcott, 1774 17SG Augustus Pettibone, 1816 1820
Daniel Sherman, 17SG 1791

Justices of the Quorum during the same period.

" Accessus. Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.

John Williams,

Samuel Canfteld,

Ebenezer Marsh,
Joseph Bird,

Noah Hiiiman,
Elisha Shelden,

Increase Moseley,
l^oger Sherman,
Daniel Sherman,
Bushnell Bostwick,
Joshua Porter,

Samuel Canfield,

Jedediah Strong,

Heman Swift,

After May, ISGO, the County Court consisted of a Chief Judge and two Asso-

ciate Judges, till May, LS33, and thereafter of one Judge only.

Chief or Sole Judges.

Accessus. Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.

1^-20 1^31 Calvin Entler, 1S39 1840

1^31 1^:1G Ansel Sterlings 1S40 1S42

l<y> Is.'H William M. Burrall, 1^42 1814

15J8 1^";9 Abijah Catlin, 1>>44

Associate Judges.

Accesfus. Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.

Martin Stron?, 1S20 1^20 Morris Woodruff, 1820 ISGS

John Welch, 1S20 1^29 Hugh P. Welch, 1836 183S

William xM. Burrall, 1S29 1836

Clerks pf the Cottrt of Common Pleas aiul the County Court, and of the Su-

periar Court after its establishment in the County in 179S.

17.jL 1754 Aaron Austin, 1690 1808
17.') I 1754 Nathan Hale, 1791 1809
17-51 17 72 David Smith, 1791 1814
1753 1754 Daniel N. Brinsmade, 1802 ISIS
1754 1759 Judson Canfield, IMIS 1815
175 1 . 176L Birdsey Norton, 1>19(diedl812
1755 1780 Augustus Pettibone, 1812 1S16
1759 1762 Uriel Holmes, 1814 1817
1761 1786 Moses Lyman, Jr. 1815 IS 16

1762 1776 Oliver Burnham, 1818
1772 1791 Cyrus Swan, 1817 1S19

1777 1790 IVIartin Strong, 1817 1820

1780 1791 John Welch, 1SL9 1820

1786 1802

Augustus Pettibone,

David S. Boardman,
William M. Buitall,

Isaac Baldwin,
Frederick ^Volcott,

Oliver Wolrott,
Lyiide Lord,

John R. Landon,
Moses Seymour Jr.

A'^CCSSUS.

175L
179.1

Acccsius,
1751,

i77i

HI9

Exifus.

1793 Oritren S. Seymour,
ls36 Gideon H. Hullidtcr,

Sherijfs.

Exitus.

1772 O/ia-i Seymour,
l-Ol Al!.'ert S.'a-n ick,

ISI'9 Charl.'i A. Judson,

1S25 Albert Sedgwick,

8

Accessus. Exitus.

1836

1844

Accessus,

1^.34

1835
153S

1844

Exitus.

Ib34
1S35

183S
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The Probate District of Litchfield' was established in' tlie year 1747, and errf

braced the towns of Litchfield, Har\vinton, Torrington, Goshen, Cornwall, Nor-

folk, Canaan, Salisbury, Sharon, Kent, (then including Warren,) and the Landi?

on the west side of Housatonic River*, between New-Fairfield and Sharon*

Judges of Probate.

Accessus. Exitus. Accessos. Exitus.

Ebenezer Marsh, 1717 1772' Phineas* Miner,- 183S 1840

Oliver Wolcott, 1772 1796 Ralph G. Camp, 1840 1842

Frederick Wolcott, 1796 1837 Elisha S. Abernethy , 1842 1844

Elisha S. Abernethy, 1S37 ISBa Ralph G. Camp, 1844

Town Clerks of Litchfield.

Accessus. Esitus. Accessus. Exitus-.

John Marsh, 1721 17.33 Moses Seymour,- 17S9 182G

John Bird, 1733 1738" Elihu Harrison, 1826 1836

Joshua Garritt, 1733 1742 Samuel P. Belles, 1S36 1840-

Isaac Baldwin, 1742 1773 Sylvester Galpin,- 1S40 1S4L

Jedediah Slrong^, 1789 Samuel^ P. Boiles',- 1S41

Litchfield was first represented in the Gerveral Assembly in 17 W. The fo!w

lowing is a roll of the Representatives to the- present time:

1740. May. Joseph Bird,

October. John Bird,

1741. May. Ebenezer Marsh,

October. do.

1742. May. do. . ^.

October. do.

, 1743. May. do. .

October. do.

1744. May. do.

October. Edward Phelp3',

174.5. May. do.

2d. May. Ebenezer Marsh,

October. Edward Phelps,

1746. May. Ebenezer Marsh,

October. do.

1747. May. Thomas Harrison,

October. do.

1748. May. Ebenezer Marsh,

October. do.

1749. May. do.

October. do.

1750. May. do.

October. do.

1751. May. do.

October. do.

17.52. May. do.

October. Joseph Kilbom,

1753. May. do.

October. Tliomas Harrison,

1754. May. Ebenezer Marsh,

October. do.

1735. May. Peter Buel,

October. Ebenezer Alarsh,

1706. May. do.

October. do.

1757. Muy. . do.

October. do.

375S. May- do.

October. do.

Ebenezer Marsh',

John Buel.

do.

Samuel Culver.

Joseph Griswoldi

Jacob Griswold.

J'ohn Bird.

Joseph Bird.

do.

do.
^ do.

Isaac Baldw^in.

Joseph Bird,

do.

do.

Joseph Sanford^

do.

John Bird.

do.

Joseph Bird.

Thomas Harrison-.

do.

do.

do.

do.

do.

Benjamin WebsteiF.

do.

do.

do.

Thomas Harrison.

JBenjamin Webster.

Elisha Shelden.

Peter Buel.

do.

do.

Elisha Sheldon,

do.

do.
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1739. May. Jacob WoodruflT,

October, Ebeaezer Marsh,
17G0, May. do.

October. do.

1761. May. do.

October. do.

1762. May. do.

October. do.

1763. May. do.

October. do.

1764. May. do.

October. do.

1765. May. do.

October. do.

1766. May. do.

October. do.

1767. May. Oliver Wolcott,
October. Ebenezer Marsk,

1768. May. do.

October. Oliver Wolcott,

1769. May. Ebenezer Marsh,
October. do.

1770. JVIay. David Welch,
October. Oliver Wolcott,

1771. May. Ebenezer Marsli^

October. Jedediah Strong,

1772. May. do.

October. do.

1773. May. do.

October. do.

1774. May. do.

October. do.

1775. May. do.

October. do.

1776. May. do.

October. do.

1777. May. do.

October. do.

1778. May. do.

October. do.

1779. May. do.

October. do.

1780. May. do.

October. David Welch,
1781. May. >

October. Jedediah Strong,

17S2. May. do.

October. do.

1783. Mav. do.

October. Abraham Bradley,

1784. May. Ebenezer Marsh,
October. do.

17S5. May. Jedediah Strong,

October. Ebenezer Marsh,

1786. May. do.

October. do.

1787. May, do.

October. do.

J. too. May do.

October. do.

1789. May. Jedediah Strcng,

October- do.

1790. May. Ebenezer Marsh,

October. Julius Demiog,

1791. May. do.

Elisha Sheldea.
do.

^do.

do.

do.

Isaac Baldwin,
do.

do.

.do.

do.

do.

Oliver Wolcott,
Isaac Baldwin.

do., .

• do.

John Marsh.
do.

do.

do.

Jacob Woodruff.

Abraham Kilboro.

do.

do.

do.

John Marsh,
Lynde Lord,

do.

John Marsh.
David Welch. .

do.

John Marsh.
David Welch,

do.

Abraham Bradley,

do.

Andrew Adams,
do.

do.

. do. '
- . :.

:-.do.'
'

do.
do.

V . do.,
do.

Bezaleel Beebe.

do.

Isaac Baldwin.
Bezaleel Beebe.

Isaac Baldwin Jr.

I-saac Baldwin.

Isaac Baldwin Jr.

Abraham Bradley.

Jedediah Strong.

do.

do.

Ebenezer Bentoa.

Jedediah Strongs

do
Uriah Tracy,

do,

do.

do.

do.

do.
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October. Ephxaim Kirby,^ 1792. May. do.

October. Solomon Marsh,
1793. May. John Allen,

October. Bezaleel Beebe,

1794. May. Ephraim Kirby.

October. do.

1795. May. do.

October. Moses Seymour,
1796. May. do.

October. do.

1797. May. do.

October. <Jo.

1798. May. Jam&i Morris,

October. Moses Seymour,
1799. May. do.

October. Ephraim Kirby,

1800. May. do.

October. do.

1801. May. Moses Seymour,
October. do.

1802. May. James Morris,

October. Moses Seymour,
1S03. May. James Morris,

October. do.

1804. May. do.

October, do.

1S05. May. do.

October. do.

1806. May. Moses Seymour,
October. Uriel Holmes,

1807. May. 'do.
October. do.

1808. May. Aaron Bradley,

October. Nathaniel Goodwin,
1809. May. do.

October. do.

1810. May. Moses Seymour,
October. do.

1811. May. Aaron Smith,
October. Moses Seymour,

1812. May. Aaron Smith,
October. Jklorris "Woodruff,

1813. May. Aaron Smith,
October. do.

1814. INIay. do.

October. Uriel Holmes,
1815. May. William Beebe,

October. do.

lSl-6. May. do.

October. do.

1817. May. Jonathan Buel,

October. do.

ISIS. May. Stephen Russell,

October. do.

1819. May. John Welch,
1&-20. do.

18-21. " Seth P. Beers,

ISQS. * 00.

1S23. «* do.

IS-Jl. " David Marsh,
IS'25. <« do.

1S26. " Morris Woodrufi,

1S27. ** Phineas Miner,

Uriah Tracy,
do.

Bezaleel Beebe.
Uriah Tracy.

John Allen.

do.

do.

do.

Bezaleel Beebe.

John Allen,

do.

Ephraim Kirby.

do.

Julius Deming.
Epraim Kirby.

do.

John Welch,
do.

James Morris.

Ephraim Kirby.

John VVelcli.

Frederick AVolcott.

Ephraim Kirby.

Frederick Wolcott.
Uriel Holmes.

do.

do.

do.

do.

Norman Buel.

Aaron Bradley.

do.

do.

Aaron Smith,
do.

do.

do.

Aaron Bradley,

do.

Moses Seymour.
Aaron Smith.

Moses Seymour.
Aaron Smith.

Morris WoodrutC
do.

do.

do.

do.

Jonatiian Buel.

do.

do.

Ephraim S. Hall,

do.

do.

Phineas Lord,
do.

Seth P. Beers.

John Welch,
do.

Phinoas Miner.
Morris WoodrutC

do.

Reul)cu V/t'l'stcr.

Wiiliain Bct-oe.
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May. Jaut:^ vy . JiUIlllIlglunf (viliidiii neene.
tt PhiriBSs IVIincr, Morrid Woodruff
(( St6ph6n Russell) GO.

aOol. (( do. 1 nJiuan omiin.
(( Xrurnan Smith, Elihu Harrison.

10v>0> (( iAriilirinr\ T^ooKaVV llHd.UI liccOCj Asa Hopkins.
(1 Stephen Russell, Truman Smith.
(( £lihu Harrison.

JOv>0« (< JVIorns oodruff. Phineas Lord.
1S37. tt do. do.

t( oaniuei x)uei. William r\ay.

1839. (( do. do.

1S40. (< Frederick Buel, E. Champion Bacon.
1811. tt do. do.

1S42. ft Origen S. Seymour, Enos Stoddard.
1843. tt do. do.

1844. tt Elisha S. Abernethy. Dan Catlin.

1845. tt Charles Adams, do.

i:V I.1TCI1FIEI.D.

FIRST ECCLESIASTICAL SOCIETY. (CONGREGATIONAL.)

Timothy Collins,

Judah Champion,
Dan Huntington,

Lyman Beecher,

Accessus. Exitus.

1721 1752 Daniel L. Carroll,

1753 170S Laurens P. Hickok,
1798 1S09 Jonathan Brace,

1810 182G

EPISCOPAL SOCIETY.

Accessus. Exitus.

Accessus. Exitus.

1S27 1S29
1S29 lS3o
163S 1844

Accessus. Exitus.

Solomon Palmer, 1754 17G3 Isaac Jones, 1811 182(3

Thomas Davies, 17G3 176G John S. Stone, 1826 1829
Solomon Palmer, 176G 1770 "William Lucas, 1S29 1832

Nichols, Samuel Fuller Jr. 1S32 1837
Ashbel Baldwin, 1785 1793 William Payne, 1838 1S45
David Butler, 1794 1799 Samuel Fuller Jr. 1845

Truman Marsh, 1799 ISiO

SOUTH FARMS, (CONGREGATIONAL.)
Accessus. Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.

George Beckwith, 1772 1781 Veron D. Taylor, 1831 1S33

Amos Chase, l';>7 1814 James F. Warner, 1833 1834

Amos Pettingall, ISIO 1S22 Ralph S. Crampton, 1S34 1836

Henry Robinson, 1523 1829 David L. Parmelee, 1841

NORTHFIELD. (CONGREGATIONAL.)
Accessus. Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.

1795 1537 Joel L. Dickinson, 1544Joseph E. Camp,

Benjamin Judd,

Abraham Fowler,

MILTON. (CONGREGATIONAL.)
Accessus. Exitus. Accessus. Exitus.

1S02 1504 Ralph Smith,

1S07 1S13 Johu F. Norton. 1844
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The following named persons, natives or citizens of LitchfiL4d, have occupied

the stations annexed to tlieir respective names

:

Adams, Andrew-, Chief Justice Supreme Court.

Allen, Ethan, General Revolutionary Army.

Allen, John, United States Representative.

Allen, John W., United States Representative, Ohio.

Beers, Seth P., Commissioner of School Fund.

Beecher, Lyman, D. D., President Lane Seminary.

Beecher, Edward, President Illinois College.

Bird, John, United States Representative. "

Bradley, Abraham, Assistant Post Master General,

Bradley, Phineas, do. do. do.
*

Collier, John A., Comptroller, United States Representative, N. Y.

Gould, James, Judije Superior Court.

Holmes, Uriel, United States Representative.

Huntington, J. W. Judge Sup. Court, U. S. Rep., and U. S. Senator.

Kirby, Ephraim, Judge, IVIississippi.

Lyon, Matthew, United States Reprejcntative, Vermont, Kentucky.

Marvin, Reynold, Kings Attorney.

Miner, Phineas, United States Representative.

Phelps, Samuel S. Judge, United States Senator, Vermont.

Reeve, Tapping, Chief Justice Supreme Court.

Seymour, Horatio, United States Senator, Vermont.

Shelden, Daniel, Secretary Legation, France.

Skinner, Roger, United States Judge, N. Y.

Skinner, Richard, U. S. Rep., Chief Judge Sup. Court, Governor, Vermont.

Smith, Joseph L., Judge, East Florida,

Smith, Truman, United States Representative.

Tallmadge, Benj. Major Revolutionary Army, United States Representative.

Tallmadge, Frederick A. Recorder, New York City.

Tracy, Uriah, United States Representative, United States Senator.

Wolcott, Oliver, U. S. Rep. (Signer Declaration of Independence,) Governor.

Wolcott, Oliver, Secretary of Treasury, United States Judge, Governor.

Woodruti, Clark, Judge, Louisiana.

Wright, John C, United States Representative, Judge, Ohio.
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Patent of tbc Town of £.itch£i€l<I.

The Governor and Company of the Enqlis7i Colony of Connecticut in J\''cio

England, to all to whom these preseiits shall come, greeting:—
Know te, That the said Governor and Company, by virtue of the power gran-

ted unto them, by our late sovereign King Charles the second, of blessed memo-

ry, in and by his Majesty's patent, under the great seal of England, dated the

twenty-third day of April, in the fourteenth year of his Majesty's reign, and in

pursuance thereof and in General Court assen.bled, according to charter, did, by

their act, made, May the fourteenth. Anno Domini, 1719, upon the luinr.ble peti-

tion of Lieut. John IMarsh of Hartford, within the said Colony, and Dca. John

Buell of Lebanon, grant unto the said John Marsh and Jolin Buell and Partners,

settlers, being in the whole fifty-seven in number, liberty to settle a town west-

ward of Fannington, in the county of Hartford, at a place called Bantam, which

town was to be in length, east and west, eight miles, three quarters, and twenty-

eight rods, and in breadth, seven miles and an half, to be Ijounded east on ]\Iatta-

tuck river, west part on Shipaug river, and part on the wilderness, north by the

wilderness, and south by Waterbury bounds and a west line, from Waterbury

corner to the said Shipaug river. And ordered, that lie said town should be

called by the name of Litch5eld, as more fully appears by the said act. The said

Governor and Company by virtue of the aforesaid power, and by their special act,

bearing even date with these presents, for divers good causes and considerations

them hereunto moving, have given, granted, and by these presents, for them-

selves, their heirs and successors, do fully, clearly, and absolutely give, granJ,

ratify and confirm unto the said John Marsh and John Buell, and to the rest of

the said partners, settlers of said tract of land, [in their actual full and peaceable

possession and seizin being] and to their heirs and assigns, and such as shall le-

gally succeed and represent them forever, [in such proportions as tlicy the saicl

partners and settlers or any of thcrn respectively have right in and are lawfully-

possessed of the same,] all that the said tract of land now called and known by

the name of Litchiield, in the county of Hartford aforesaid, be the same more or

less, butted and bounded as foUovvuth, viz : Beginning at the north-east corner at

a tree with stones about it, standing in the crotch of Mattatuck river aforesaid,

and runs southerly by the side of said river until it rnccts with Waterbury boundi>

where is a well known white oak tree, standing about fifteen rods west of said

Mattatuck river, anciently marked with IS: IN: From thence running west

twenty-three degrees thirty minutes south to two white oak trees growing out of

one root with stones about them, and west one mile and half to Waterbury north

west corner bound mark ; and from thence west five degrees thirty minutes, north

to Shipaug river, where is a tree and stones about it buUing upon Woodbiuy town-

ship. Then beginning at the first mentioned tree by jMattatuck river and run-

ning westward into the wilderness to an oak tree marked and stones laid nrounJ

it, then south to a crotch in the Shipaug river, and thence by the woj^termost

branch of Shipaug river to Woodbury bounds. And also all and singular the

lands, trees, woods, underwocdii, wnod^rrounds, ui)lands, aral)le laiuls, meadows,

inoors, marshes, pastures, ponds, waters, rivers, brooks, lishings, fovvlings, hunt-

ings, mines, minerals, quarries, and precious stones, upon and within (he said
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land. And all other rights, members, hereditaments, easements and commodi.

ties whatsoever to the same belonging or in any wise appertaining, so butted and

bounded as is herein before particularly expressed or mentioned, and the rever-

sion or reversions, remainder or remainders, rights, royalties, privileges, powers

and jurisdictions whatsoever, of and in all and singular the said tract of land and

premises hereby granted, and of and in any and every part and parcel thereof.

And the rent^, services and [)rofits to the same incident, belonging or appertain-

ing-^To HaVe and to Hold ?11 the said tract of land and all and singular other

the premisfjs hereby given or granted, or mentioned, or intended to be granted, with

all the priviledges and ap[)Urtenance5 thereof unto the said John Marsh and John

BueM, and the rest of the partners, settlers of the same, their heirs and assigns,

to their only proper use, benefit and behoof forever ; and to and tor no other use,

intent or purpose whatsoever ; and the said Governor and Company for them-

selves and their succes.^or?, have given and granted, and by these presents do give

and grant unto the said John Marsh and John Buell, and rest of the partners,

settlers of the tract of land herein before granted, their heirs and assigns, that

the said tract of land so butted and bounded as aforesaid, shall from time to time

and at all times forever hereafter, be deemed, reputed, denominated, and be an

entire town of itself, and shall be called and known by the name of Litchfield, in

the county of Hartford, and that the aforesaid partners, settlers and inhabitants

thereof, shall and lawfully may from time to time and at all times, forever here-

after have, use, exercise and enjoy all such rights, powers, priviledges, immuni-

ties and franchises, in and among themselves, as are given, granted, allowed,

used, exercised and enjoyed, to, by, and amongst the proper inhabitants of other

towns in this Colony, according to common approved custom and observance
;

and that the said tract of land and premises hereby granted as aforesaid, and ap-

purtenances, shall remain, continue and be unto the said John Marsh and John

Buell, and the rest of the partners settlers, their heirs and assigns, in propor*

tion aforesaid forever, a gobd, peaceable, pure, perfect, absolute, and indefeasi-

ble estate of inheritance in fee simple, to be holden of His Majesty, his heirs

and successors, as of His Majesty's Manor of East Greenwich in the County of

Kent, in the Kingdom of England, in free and common soccage, and not in cap-

ite, nor by Knight's service.—Yielding therefor, and paying unto our Sovereign

Lord King George, his heirs and successors forever, one fifth part of all ore of

Gold and Silver, which from time to time, and at all times forever hereafter,

shall be there gotten, had or obtained, in liew of all services, duties and demands

whatsoever.

Lv Witness whereof. The said Governor and Company have caused the

Seal of the said Colony to be hereunto affixed.

Dated in Hartford, May the 19th day, Anno regni regis Decimo Georgii,

Mag'iG Critt'tp, FVan'cE, HybcruV, Annoque Domini, One Thousand

Seven Hundred and Twenty Four, l'i2 i.

G. SALTONSTALL, Gov'r.

By order of the Gov'r and
^

and Company in General >

Court aijiembled. )

Hez. Wyllis, Secretary.
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